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© The PREFACE: 


h 

l by our Saviour for his Peoplethat 
\# ſoncere though imperfeit Santtifi- 
cation is graciouſly accepted of God 
the Fudg of all. This fincere Holineſs ss 
-Arittly and indiſpenſably requir'd by the 
Law of Faith, 1n the hand of the Me- 
| diator : Without it we cannot partake of 
the Treaſures of Mercy and of Glory that 
are reveal'd in the Goſpel. *Ti therefore 
a matter that infinitely concerns us, both in 
reſpett of our preſent Peace and future 
Bleſſedneſs, to make a true diſcovery of our 
Uprightneſs. And uſually all the Fears and 
Inquiries about our Spiritual State iſſue in 
this; whether we are 'upright or not ? The 
aſſurance of our Uprightneſs, is a Fountain 
of Relief in all perplexing Jealouſies about 
the Favour of God: for notwithſtanding 
our Defetts, he will ſpare us, as a Father 

ſpares his Son that ſerves him. 
|. \This great Queſtion of our ſincerity may 
be clear d by a due obſerving 0ur Hearts and 
Ways : for Conſcience is an inſeparable Fa- 
1 A 3 eulty 


IS the bleſſed Priviledgs obtain'd 
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culty' of the Soul, and even in the Heathen 
adcns'd or excus'd, as their Aitions were 
exorbitant or regular according to the in- 
ternal Law, and conſequently gave. teſti- | 
monies of their wickedneſs, or moral Inte- 
grity. The Scripture indeed tell ws, The 
Heart of Man is deceitful above all 
things, and deſperately wicked, who can 
now it? But this primarily reſpet#s the 
diſcerning it by others ; as the Apoſtle ſaith, 
Who knows the things of a Man,fave the 
Spirit of a Man which is in him ? There 
may be the affettation of the name of Religi- 
on, jojn'd with a diſaffeftion to the thing : 
there may be ſolemn Formality withont cor- 
dial Godlineſs ; an atting of Piety and 
perſonating Devotion for wile Ends. But RF 
though the impure _ under « Vall of | , 
Hypocriſy may be conceal'd from others, yet | .. 
he is wot from the conviition of his own | ,, 
Mind. ; 
I fball add further, that many from ig- th 
#orance or careleſneſs, may preſume they are| (4, 
in « State of Salvation,when they arein the| ,1, 
Gall of Bitterneſs, and Bond of Iniqui-| - 
ty. There are many carnal Shifts made uſe] , .' 
of to palliate the evil condition of Mens, ' 2m 
Souls, but their Security proceeds from the, 
neglect of due examining their Hearts anil by 
Lives. It will be a vain. excuſe at the laſſ*- 
Day 
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Day, to plead, the Serpent beguil'd me ; 
for "tis not meerly our deceivableneſs, but 
willingneſs to be deceiv'd, that expoſes ws 
38 miſtake our ſpiritual Condition by the ins 


r obſerves, A Man is the and prin- 
Le Flatterer of himſelf, gf keel rd 
aþt to bz deceived by other Flatterers, But 
if we take the Candle of the Lord, and 
impartially ſearch our ſelves, though the 
Heart be ſuch a dark Labyrinth, that every 
ſecret turning eaunot be diſcovered ; though 
all the Deflettions and Errors of our Ways 
cannot be exattly known, yet we may under- 
ſand the habitual frame of our Hearts, 
and the courſe of  ownr Lives. 

"Tithe End of the following Sermons, 
#0 diret# Men in the diſcuſſion of Conſcience, 
that they may not from an erring Mind,end 
corrupt Heart, deceive themſelves in a Mat- 
ter that ſo nearly.concerns them, and in- 
or. the double Puniſhment in proportion ta 
their Guilt, as our Saviour foretells, When 
the Blind lead the Blind, both fall into 
the Ditch. 


Many uſeful Rules are laid down by Di- 


ath 


an 


vines, whereby true Grace may be diſcern'd 
from Counterfeit : but the plaineſs Trial 


Tand Level to the perception of the loweſt 


C hriftian, is, Whether there be a ſincere 


Day reſpect 


fenuations of Satan: As the wiſe Philoſo- Plut.deadul. 
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reſpett to all God's Commanas, without: the 
bedandas of any known Sin, how -plea- 
fant ſoever, to the carnal Appetites, or the 
exception againſt any known Duty that: is 


diſpleaſing to them. . If Mex would retire. 


from the V anities and Buſineſs of the World 
into themſelves, and ſearch their Spirits 
with that ſeriouſneſs that is due to ſo weigh- 
ty « Matter ; if with a reſolution to know 
the State of their Souls, if' Conſcience were 
inquiſitive as under God's Eye, that has's 
fall proſpet# into every Breaſt; they might 
have an inward Teſtimony of their Sinceri- 
ty or Deceitfulneſs. The: Apoſtle refers the 
deciſion of our State with reſpet# to God, to 
the Teſtimony of the enlightned Conſcience : 
If. our -Hearts condemn us not, (of  axy 
habituxl indulged Sin) then we have peace 
towards God. If our | Hearts condemn 
us, God.is greater than aur Hearts,. and 


knows all things. From the neglett of 


trying themſelves, many live in a Cloud of 
" Delufion, and from inward” Darkneſs "paſs 
70 outer Darkneſs for ever. 
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UPRIGHTNESS: 


TT 


th. 


P SAL. XViile 23. , 


I was alſo upright before him * 


' and bave kept my ſelf from 


mine Iniquity. 


AHE Title of this Plalm declares 
 theOccalionof it; David ſpake 

unto the Lord the words of thu 
Song, in the day that the Lord 
delivered him from the hand of all his Ene- 
mies, and from the hand of. Saul, Tis 
a clear Evidence of his Heavenly Mind, 
that after his Viftories and Triumphs, 
when his Throne waseſtabliſh'd in Peace, 
he recounts the ſignal As of Diving 
Providence with holy Extaſies of Praiſe 
and Thankfulneſs, and leaves an ever- 
laſting 


- - OT Cr a. " " og 4. ae A 
, WE pods CO Ko at 4 pe 
: bt, 15% —_- "= | 
wo 
| SEE on 
. p * P ® > 
. <x 4 . L 
4. - 1 '7a 


eng Memorial of God's excellent 
to him. Carnal Perſons in Ex- 
tremities, may be ardent 1n Requeſts 
for Deliverance, but. when 'tis obtain'd, 
they retain but a cold remembrance of 
| God's. preſerving Mercy ; oay, they of- 
tet pervert -his Benefits : the affluence, 
and eaſe, and ſecurity of their Conditi- 
on, occafions the ungrateful forgerful- 
neſs of their BenefaQtor. Selt-love kin- 
dles defires for what we want, the Love 
of God inſpires a holy Heat in Praiſes 
for what we enjoy. 

In the. Pſalm, the infpir'd Compoſer 
diſplays the Divine Perfeftions in lofty 
Figures of Speech, ſuitable to Sacred 
; Poeſy, and in a relativeendearing Way 

as manifeſted.in his Preſervation. He at- 
tributes fuch Titles to God, as are figni- 
icant of the Benefits he received : Same- 
imes God diſcovers the crafty anderuel 
Engg en that are form'd againſt his Peg- 
ple, his _ them, and he 15 ftil'd 
ric Eight : Sometimes he breaks the 
trength af their Enemies, his Hand and 
Power faves them, he is ſtiPd their De- 
fence. Here the Plalmiſt, with exube- 
rant Aﬀections, multiplies the Divine 
Titles, The Lord i my Rock, and my Por 
treſs, and" my Deliverer ; my Shield, 'and 
Fic $569) _ 
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he? 


my ' high Tower, and my Refuge, and my 
Sebvatios : A Rock is a Natural, a 
Tower an Artificial Defence ; both are 
ufed to expreſs the ſafe ProteRion he 
found in God. He then ſets forch rhe 
extremity of 'his Danger, to add a Lus 
ſter to the Name of hjs Preſerver :+The 
Waves of Death compdſſed me ; the Floods 
of ungodly Men made me afraid : His ryin 
was imminent, and ſtem'd to be incvita- 
ble: But ia that diſtreſs, his fervent 
Prayer, his crying to God pierc'd the Hea: 
vens, God heard his Voice out of his Tem- 
ple, and ſpeedily in the beſt Seaſon came 
for his deliverance. . He was ſeen: upon the 


Wings of the Wind ; he rode upon 4 Che- 


_ r#b, (thoſe ſwifter Spirits) and did fy. 


He deſcribes the Terrors of his coming 
againſt his Enemies : The Lord thundred 
from the Heavens ;, he ſent down his Ar- 
rows, and ſcattered them :. lis Lightning 
diſcomfited them. The AQts of Jukice re- 
verſt, have the Enſign 
them : The drowning of the Egypriens 
in the Red Sca, was the preſerving of the 
Iſractites. Briefly, He aſcribes his deli- 
verance to the Favour of God as the fole 


Mover, and the Power of God as the ſole 


Worker of it. He. delivered me, ver; 


he delighted in me. His freeand compel 
B 2 ſionate 


of Mercy on - 
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T he. fare Trial 
| fionate'Love was primarily ative, .and 
_  drewforth his Power in-its moſt noble 
Exerciſe for the pans Fr 3 
Such an-ingenuous and grateful-Senſe the 
Plalrtuſt had of the Divioe Mercy : this 
give the ſweeteſt reliſh of his: delive- 
ran&; this was his true triumph after 
the final conqueſt of his Enemies.” -In- 
deed his Enemies were unjuſt and cruel, 
and God vindicated the juſtice of his 
Cauſe againſt them : therefore he ſaith, 
The Lord rewarded me according to my 
Righteouſneſs; according to the. sleapneſs 
of mty Hanas hath he recompenſed me. He 
declares the *Holineſs of his Converſa- 
tion :* I have kept the Ways of. the Lord, 
and hwve not wickedly departed from my 
God.  And- as an eminent Inſtance. of 
this, he ſaith, in the words of the Text, 
I was upright alſo before him : and kept my 
ſelf from mine Iniquity.. 
\ - In the Text there is a ſolemn Declara- 
\ tion of David's Hperghenels, by his at- 
teſting God the Searcher and Judg of the 


'an - infallible | proof of it, I kept my 
ſelf from mine Iniquity. 

+ There is one Difficulty to be remoy'd 
Þefore I come:to diſcourle upon the Pro- 
-poſition,- and that is, bow. this Broke” 
Todd bs 4 10n 
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"Heart ; 1 was upright before him : and by | 
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'bim all rhe days of M Life, Teve-ohly 7 
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Gon of Uprightneſs is,reconcileable with 


David's 'Aftions in the Marter of of ? 
Whether we conſider the Quality of 'hs8 
Sins, the crimſon Guilt, andkilling Cir 
cumſtacices that attendedthem :\ eſpÞecis 
ally the deliberate andcruel'Conttivaiice 
of Vrieh's,Death : or whether we coal 
der the fearful IntervaFFbetween+ his Si 
and* Repentance:. for; like” fone fair” Ri- 
vers that in their Current faddenly fink 
under Ground,and are loft intheir ſee 


Paſſage, till ar a great diftance they! tiſt 


and flow again : thus it was with Da##d, 


- 
. 


he that. was fo conſpicuous io holines'6f 


Life, ſunk. into a Gulf of Seafuality'and | 


Cruelty, and:for a long'firne Wis unre- 
lenting and unreformed, filkby\z (peel 
Meſſage from God by 'the'Prophee*Ws- 
than, he .was; renewed-r6* Repeiitatiee, 
| ag reſtored to the' forfeitet Favour '-&t 
God. ny WO: 
\ * Tothis Objetion Tone Tiarned Tnter- 
pretersan{wer, That the Declararioirof 
His Innocence and Integrity, muſt be un- 
derſtood with, a tacit Exception-atcord- 
ing to the Teſtimotiy of Seripture*62- 
<cerning him, That he di that #hich "was 
right in the Eyes of 'the Zora, 294 turn 
not aſide from any thing that he commanged 
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rhe Matter of Uriah. That Sin, th 
a dreadful Provocation, y eo bid ave. 
the Uptighteſs of the as his Life, 
and make it ungcceptable to God, 2.This 
tion of .Devid may refer to his 
State, when his Conſcience was 
er and vigilant, and his Paffions fo 
faddued, that though Sel, his moſt un- 
| righteous and 1 ble Adve Was 
Mercy, and he could as e ve 
cut off his Head, as the Lap of his Gat- 
moos ; though he was provok'd to take 
his full reven oe hu on him, and put an end 
to his own » yet he rejeted the 
Fry? with enck' God forbid I 
prune up A Hend againſt rhe Lord's 
_—_— I ſpared m7, and would 


ar Act obtain the 
Fglon, elected to it by God 
him o nk y this we may take an-eſti- 
mate "bb which God re- 
warded at laſt 
The Pro tion that I ſhall diſcourſe 
of is this, That the preſerving a Man's 


elf. from Iniqui , 
bi ow bie Dlk ub l NEO 
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. - Ja the managing the Dotrine, three 
Thingsare to be coo dered and _ 
1. What 


gy_—_—— - hed _—_ th 


4 $5 bin SV | gap wy Ty Ov” 


MW oo 0 


= m 
-- Y he By : L - : 0 6 | 3 ws po” ' 
' 7 F LR 5 6 at 4 ? x &\,.3 
- wv » * LS . I _ : A =, - 7 N,. j 
. - = a : A . 
E | 
: . 
Q . CI 
6 l 
» 


1. What Sin may be denominated a 
Man's own. WOES 
2, What the preſerving ones ſelf from 
that Sin implies. | 7-170 
3. How this is an undeceiving Evis 
dence of Uprighrnels. f 


r.. What Sin may be denominated a 
Man's own. age 


In general, every Sin that a Man com- 
mits may be ftiled his own, as "tis the 
iſſae of his corrupt Nature, and the Offs. 
ſpring of his depraved Will. St. James 
expreſles it, Every Max « tempted, (that 
is, effeQually) when he i drawn away of 
his own Luſt, The Devil may fſollcire 


and excite, but without the confenr of 
the Will he can never faſten Guilt upon 


us. . Every aQtual Sin is in'ſome degree 
voluntary : _ _ Sins, in an —_— 
propriety and peculiar manner, may 

called our own ; ſuch as there is a ſtrong 
cn Ml commit, either from the na- 


tural Nfination, or Cuſtom, that & an 

acce[lary Nature, or from ſpecial reſpeQs 

that engage the Will and AﬀeCtions. "As 

if the natural Body compos'd of various 

Members, fome are 9 dear-and + 
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a fol, as the right Eye, and the right 
” ., © Hand: So in the Body of the:Sins of : the 
+2. Fleſb; as thecorrupt Natuge'is ſtil'd by 
| FN h 4” . , - - 
the: Apoſtle, from the variety and union 
of the vicious AﬀeQtions, there are ſome 


particular Lufts, either for Pleaſure or 


* 
NJ-- je” 
F 


in our Saviour's Language, ſo dear to 
:Men, that they will-loſe Eternal Lite ra- 
ther than be ſeparated from;them.. 
Theſe reigning Sins, that have a com- 
pleat dominion in the Unregenerate, *are 
of different kinds in ſeveralPerſons. I 
«will proceed in the diſcovery of them. 
-Tz 'By adirett Light, from their Caules. 
2. By a reflex Light from their EffeQss. 
' The Cauſes of ſpecial Sins ate either Na- 
turator Moral : The Natural are:the dit- 
ferent Temperaments of Mens Bodies, 
and: the Connexion of the Paſſions, that 
To ſtrongly draw the Will, that we may 
as-- certainly underſtand what vicious 
 AQtions are naturally conſequent, as A- 
' ſtronomers foretel the Ecliples of the 
. Lights of Heaven. = 
: - I will begin with the. conſideration of 
the different Temperaments of Mens 
Bodies, which are the ſecret Springs of 
their Inclinationsand Averſions. *Tis re- 
- Quifite to-premuſe, that Original Sin, the 
C:; th Poiſon 


Profit, are as the right Eye, or right Hand, 
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Poiſon diſtilled through all the Faculffes 1-7 ol ©; 
_ .of- Man by propagation, is an[univerſals; i OOO 
ſupreme Evil: "Tis a Seminary of, allSleroagae*; 
corrupt Deſires, from whence the Iſſues 2: 
of aQtual Sins are derived : and that ſome ;_ ._; 
are leſs inclin'd to notorious-Sins: than 
others, is not from. naked Nature, but 
from the ſingular diſtinguiſhing Mercy 
of - God. 

- Ehis Depravation ſo general: and: de- 
plorable was obſerved by the wiſer Hea- 
thens, who were ignorant . of the Cauſe 
of it, the rebellious Sin of Adem, the 
common. Father and Repreſentative of 
Mankind. This Corruption of Narure 
doth not extenuate, but aggravate our 
Guilt: As the Pſalmift with deep- ſor- 


\ 


L JAMAL 


row acknowledges his native -inherent 
Pollution; Iz Sin was TI conceived, and in 
Iniquity brought forth; I know many bold 
inquiring Wits have preſunt'd- to. exa- 
mine the Decrees of God concerning the- 
lapſed State of Mankind : . but/tis muctt- 
fater * to admire the Divine Providenceg+querismra- 
than to argue ; to believe the. Revelationztionem, ego 
than to diſpute; againſt it... . .. ,, / ou PO 

| | '__- | \Turatiocinare, 


4 _. _ ego.miror, Aug. Serm-7- de-yerb. Apoſt. 
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#Swlmom- But although the * corrupt Nature 

3 {wn vireually includes all Sin, yet there is not 

" wonpamm-an equal propenſity to all in every Per- 

rs prom ci: ſon : as it waſte neglefted Grounds ſome 

nibus funr, ſed Weeds are 'ranker and rifer than others, 

non oma from the quality of the Soil; ſo ſome 

eli cede kinds of Sin are more predominant and 

omnibus in- Evident .in the Lives of Man, according 
ue = 2 totheir peculiar Diſpoſitions. 

galacmiven For the unfolding this, we are to'con- 

benef. ſider, That the Soul of Man in its ſtate 

_ of Union, has a continual dependance 

upon the Body, both in-its intelleQual 

and moral Operations, Conſider 1t as 2 

Spirir, and'in its ſeparate Statc, *tis capa- 

ble of aQing as freely and independently 

as thoſe pure Intelligences that are diſtanr 

from alliance with groſs Matter : but 

conſider the. Spirit as a Soul confociated 

with a Body of Fleſh, there is a ſtrange 

circling Influence between the Soul and 

the Body : The Difpoſitions of the Body 

Witably incline the Soul, and the Incli- 

nations of the Soul affeft the Body. In 

the IntelleQual Operations as the Ani- 

mal Spirits are qualified, ſome are of 

fubtil and quick Wits, others of ftay'd 

and ſolid Minds ; ſore are fit for Con- 

templation, others for Aion, And in 

moral ACtions the Soul works by the 


ative. 
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and the Ations reſemble rhe” Inſtru- -- 


ments. The Complexion of opr Minds 
as well as Manners is uſually faitable ro 
our natural Temperature. T will more 
diſtin&ly unfold this. In the Humane 
Body there is the united Figure of the 
Wotld, the heavy Earth, the Lquid 


Water, the ſubril Air and aQtive Fire en- 


rer into its Compoſition : from the mix- 


ture of theſe Ingredients refakes the 


[i-v ina ba rdomaggd and as the 
ualltres to are predomi- 
_ Men: we detiominated Sanguine 

Melancholy, Choterick or Flegmarick : 
Such as the Conftitutioa is, fach are the 
Inclinations, and ſuch are rhe ARtions 
that flow from them.” *Tis obſervable, 
that brute Creatures are either fierce or 
tame, bold or fearful, ftupid or docile, 
as their Blood js hotrer or colder, of a 
finer or thicker Contexture. ' And in 
Children rhere is an early diſfloſure of 
contrary Diſpofitions according to their 

e 


Temperaments : thus ſome are foft and 
duaile, others Riff 'and ſtubborn ; fame 
are of a ſweer pliable Temper, drawn 
by Counſel and the Cords of Love; 
«others of a bafer caſt, will notÞe'ted 
by Reaſon and Kindnes, bat muſt be 

an conftrain'd 
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conftrain'd/by Fear ; ſome. are of an; in- 


genuous... L911po 100, bald | at any 
thing that is indecent an para ing; 
others defy all Modeſty, an wil "nor 


change Countenance though ſurpriz'd-10 
a foul Action. As: the inclination in A> 
nimals.to.. Actions. proper to their Kind, 
15 diſcovered by their Offers. before they 
are fit-for. Action : Birds will attempt to 
fly before.their. Wings are form'd.; .1o 
in. Children, -Inclinations to: .particular 
Vices appear according to their different 
Conſtitutions; before their ſenſitive Fa- 
culties are-.capable of compleat AQts.. 
_ More particularly, thoſe Perſons in 
whoſe Complexion , Blood is predomi- 
nant, ;are uſually light and vain, ſenſual 
and riotous,inſolentand aſpiring,bold and 
preſumptuous: Thoſe in whom Phlegm 
15 the principal Ingredient, are idle and 
Now, cold and careleſs inthings of Mo- 
ment ; the. moſt ardent Exhortations are 
loſt.upon:them, as Bags of Wool dead the 
Force of Bullets, in. yielding without re- 
Gftance.. . Thoſe who are timerous and 
deeply ,tinftur'd with Melancholy, are 
Sultans, ſowr.and: inexorable. ; The 
ay Ihe ek oh on HORNE þelie- 
ved.as.viſible Teſtimonies of -Dangers.; 
and the 'Pr 


lent Suſpicions as real. Proofs. 
[03 *J They 


FE 2D EOUPTTTIEY 


LIAMI 


of Uprightneſs: 
"They - are jealous of all Perſons. and 
Things: If in. Converſation there be. 
ſpeech of the Vertues they. are conſcious 


to want, or the Vices they are ſecretly 


guilty of, they imagine *tis direQed ta. 


their Reproach,, They. are intraQable, 
and often revengeful;' for Melancholy 
is a viſcous Humour that retains the Im- 
prefſions of the Paſſions, Thoſe who 
are Cholerick by Nature, are heady, 
various, violent, and create perpetual 
trouble to themſelves and others. _ Such 
a Soul and ſuch a Body united, are like 
two MalefaCtors faftned with one Chain. 
In: ſhort, according to the Elemental 
Craſis of our Bodies,. ObjeQs affte& our 


Senſes, and the Fancy with the lower 


Appetite, are the Centre of the Senſes, 
and there is ſo near an aQiivity and rele- 
ference between the Paſſions and the 
reaſonable Faculties, that the Under- 
ſtanding and Will receive Impreſſions 
accordingly, as the Paſſions are excited 
and moved. 
*Tis obſervable, that the corrupt Na» 
ture in the Language of Scripture, is 
uſually call'd Fl, not only as *tis tran{- 
mitted by Carnal Propagation, but. as 


*tis drawn forth by Carnal Objects, and - 


exercis'd by the Carnal Faculties: And 
"MT 
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The 'fure'Trial 
as the fame Conftitution is heightned in 
fome,and is ina remiffer degree 1n others, 
fo the Luſts proper to it are more or lefs 
exorbitant 7 as the fame Kar Vines 
produce a ronger Or WEA ape, ACv 
cording to the cli of the Air and 
Soil in they are planted, That vi- 
cious Inclinations ſpring from the diffe« 
rent Temperament of Mens Bodies, 
there is pregnant proof in the viſible 
diverfity of Lufts that are peculiar in 
degrees of Eminence in ſome Families, 
ſome Countries, and the ſeveral Ages of 
Mens Lives. We often fee hereditary 
Vices tranſmitted by deſcent : Some Fa- 
milies are voluptuous, others vindi&ive ; 
ſome ſordid and covetous, others 
fuſe; ſome ambitious, others ſervile, re- 
ſembling theirParents,from whom the ſe- 
ctet Seeds of thoſe Diſpoſitions are inge- 
nerate in their Temper. $0 in different 
*-Syne tam <i- Climates, according to the Impreſſion 
anngqan made onthe Natives by the Air and Dier; 


hominum mo- they are diſtinguiſh'd by their * proper 


res: gemes #- Yices (not ſo generally found in other 
In, Nations) as by" their Countenances : 
quedam rimi- ſome are formal and ſuperſtitious, others 
Span wildand barbarous ; ſome arecrafty and 
© £ o treacherous, othersare wanton and ſuxu- 
niores. Liv. rious, As ſome Diſeaſes reign in ſome 

45 Countries, 
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Countries, that are leſs frequent, and not 
© fatal in other places. The Apoſtle 
tells us of the ry by are al- 

«3s Lyars, evi 1, 4 Beliies ;. 
their Labiemal Vices faſtned this univer- 
ſal CheraQer upon them. 

And according to the alteration made 
1m the Bodies of Mea in the ſeveral Ages 
of Life, their vicious AﬀeRions run 1 
ſeveral Channels : the Spring is. the ſame, 
corrupt Nature ; and the Iflue will be the 
fame, the Lake of Fire; but rhe Courſe 
is different. St. John diſtinguiſhes the 
Corrupt Inclinations that are predomi- 
nant in the World, under three Titks, 
The Luſts of the Fleſh, and the Luſts of 1-76 2. 
the Eyes, and Pride of Life : Theſe Luſts 
have their proper Seaſons, and ſuccef* + jg+ yolup- 
fively take the Throne ia Meas Hearts. —_——_— 

In Youth, the Lufts that. io/propriety RR 
are called the * L»fs of the Fleſh, unpe> minibus com- 
riouſly reign. Youth is a kind of natu- RR — 
ral Drunkennefs, the Blood runs Races, in pecudum 
and with a Heat and Ra 
many into fenfual Ex 


and Wl, - are baſely ſervile to: the Car- vicium fl 
nal Apperites. The wiſe Preacher "ith I 
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mates this in his bitter Irony ; Rejorce, 


..... Age deſpiſe thoſe things that had a ra- 


vw Youth. 'But when the Mind-1s tainted 
viriis. With a falſe eſteem of preſent things, (as 


*.._ , ties. - Carnal Wiſdom. is diftingui 


O young Man in thy Touth, and; let. thy 
-Heart chear thee in the days of thy Youth, 
and walk in the ways of thy Heart, and in 
the fight of thine Eyes : but know, for all 
ref, things God will bring thee to judg-+ 
ment. Vain Mirth, and looſe Delires, 
are uſually indulged in the ſpring of our 
Ape : therefore the Apoſtle emphatical- 
ly warns Timothy, though a mortified 
young Man, Flee youthful L | 
 - In the maturer Age, -the Wllual Paf- 
fions are cooler, leſs vigorous and aQive, 
and youthful Luſts are changed for other 
Luſts thatare not ſo ſcandalous,and leave 
- not ſuch a viſible ſtain, but are as de- 
ſtruQtive » to: the Soul, *Tis very ob- 
ſervable in humane Nature, that as the 
AﬀeCtions. in their ſenfible Operations 
decay, the Underſtanding improves and 
recovers its ruling Power : *tis viſible in 
©, many-Inſtances, that Men in their ſtaid 


- viſhing force upon them in their uaſetled 


pes, *tis 10) all thoſe who are ina ſtate of 
- polluted Nature) it leads the Will and 
' AﬀeQtions to purſue Riches and Dignt 


d 
by 


by St. James into three kinds ; *tis earth- 
h,. ſenſual, deviliſh, with reſpe& to the 


_. tempting ObjeRs in the World, Riches, 


Pleaſures, Honours. The Senſual Wiſ- 
dom is in contriving and appointing the 
Means that 'may accompliſh the Deſires 
of the Fleſh. ' After the Fleſh is ſariated};, 
the earthly Wiſdom deſigns | eatthly 
Things, and uſes ſuch Means as are fit 
to obtain them: to aſcend in Power 
and Command, 'or to raiſe Eſtates, with 
wretched negle&t of the Kingdom- of 
Heavenandits Righteouſneſs, hat ſhould 
be ſought'in the firſt place, and with the 
moſt ardent AfﬀeCtions and Endeavours. 
In conjunQtion with this, the deviliſh 
Wiſdom is praQtiſed ; for Pride and Am- 


' bition are Satan's Original Sin, as Envy 


and Slander ate his AQual Sins. He 1s 
continually vex'd at the recovery of fal- 
len Man, and is his conſtant Accuſer. 
And whilſt Men are eagerly contending 


for the World, they are excited from In- 


tereſt and Envy, to blaſt and defeat their 
Concurrents chat would be ſuperior or 
equal to them. This worldly Wiſdom, 
though a more ſolemn Folly, yet is as 
woful and pernicious as the Liſal Wiſ- 
dom ; for Gaps loacooly robb'd of his 
Right, our higheſt Eſteem and Aﬀectt- 
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& has its peculiar Vices, ok 
true, ag the AﬀeRions to ſome 
the. Roman 


Vaniti Fi E 
= We 1 the Pom of bi 
riumph, that in the erlnmbhane WAY, 


o& was {0 tir 

he often reproach'd himſclf, that being 
- Old Jr pe he was 1s CNgaged in ſuch; an 
and tedious Show. And. Charles 
the ifth, zo his declining Age. prefer'd 
the Shade of a Cloyſter before the Splen- 
dor of the Empire. But "tis. attended 
wth other Ae bra roge wv Old 
en are uſi q us,. impatient 
dioetspteh ſuſpicious, wyly þ fearful 
of Contempt ar Want : and from thence, 
or ſome other ſecret Cauſe, are covetous 
and ſordid in ſparing aginſt all the Rules 
of Reaſon and Religi an, COuPRETY 

is ſtiled by the Apoſtle, The Root of 
Evil ; and as the Root? in Winter A fo 
the Sap, when the Branches have loſt 
their Leaves and Verdure, Io in. Old 
Age, the Winter of Life, Covetouſneſs 
preſerves its vigour when other Vices 
are fallen off. Uſually the nearer Men 
approach to the Earth, they are more 
earthly- 


| 2 and. N len deceiv'd wi p 
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of Oprightieſs. 

earthly-minded, and which'is ftrange to 
amazem wn =p-F nf the rake of LIT are 
providing for.a long Day. Briefly, eve- 
> fo e has itsſpecial Vices Citable wo the 

nffirution of Mens Bodies in them, 
and we muft accordingly make our en- 
quiry to difcover our own Sin. 

2. The Connexion of the Paſſions du- 
ly abſerv'd, will diſcover the predomi- 
nant Luft, The Paſſions are the Moti- 
ons of the ſenſitive Appetite, whereby 
the Soul ; ZpPrencies to an Obje& thar is 
roproſhn under the pleafant Colours 

'Gqod, or flies from an apprehended 
Evil. They are call'd Paſſions, becauſe 
in thoſe Motions there is a flowing or 
ebbing of the Spirits and Humours, from 
wheace a ſenſible change is caus'd in the 
Body, and the Soul is 1n unquiet Agita- 
tions. *Tis very difficult to know their 
Original, though the ſenſible Operations 
are very evident: Conſider the Soul as 
a Spirit, *ris exempt from them; the 
$pirit,as a Soul, is liable to them. Whe- 
oh rhey are derived from the Soul to 
the Body, or from the Body to the Sou}, 
is hard to determine. They are of ex- 
cellent uſe, when fubordinate to the di- 
reQion of the renewed Mind, and the 
Empire of the ſanQified Will : When in 
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they. are ordered by the Rule of ..true 
Judgment. What the Winds are in Na- 
ture, they are in Man; If the Air be 
always calm without agitation, - it be» 
comes unhealthful, and unuſeful ;for 


' maintaining Commerce between the di; 
ſtant Parts of .the World; moderate 


Winds purify the Air, and ſerve for:Na+ 
vigation. And thus our voluble Paſſions 
are. of excellent uſe, and when ſanQti- 
fied, tranſport the Soul to the Divine 
World,. to obtain Felicity aboye. _ Bur 
when they are exorbitant .and tempe- 
ſtuous, they cauſe fearful Diſorders in 
Men, and are the Cauſes of all” the Sins 
and Miſeries in the, World, From hence 
it is that Sin in: the Scripture is uſuall 

expreſt by Luſt; The Lufts.of the Fi, 


are manifeſt: thoſe who are Chriſt”s, have 


crucified the Fleſh, with the Aﬀettions and 
Luſts thereof. Every Man that # tempted, 
5 tempted of his own. Luſt. The Reaſon is, 
becauſe the corrupt Deſires of. the Soul, 
when inflam'd, are the Springs of its 
AQtings, and ſtrongly engage the Mind 
and Will, and all the ative Powers, to 
procure their SatisfaRtion. [- 

Now 51n being the Obliquity of the 
deſiring Faculty,..we may Nhaves what 
Is 


band fn A as a R9k«<£c 2 


of Wprightneſ3. 
the. ptedominant Sin, [by .conſidering, 
what A ﬀeCtion is moſt ardent and vio- 
kat ,: and; conſequently. moft depra- 
ved> and difoxder'd : and this we may, 
by. obſerving, 'the connexion. between 
them ; - for they- generate.,.one ano+ 
ther, As the Diſeaſes of\ the Body, tho 
the. Diſorder of Nature, yet have cer- 
tain Cauſes, and a - regular. courſe in 
their Acceſſion, Inflammation, 'and Re- 
volation : as in the Changes of an Ague, 
a-{hivering Cold is = with a fiery 
Heat, - and; that: with an. ogeriowing 
Sweat ; in like manner the irregular Pal- 
ſions are produQtive of one another. 
Laqye is the'radical AﬀeRion,:and when 
it leads to a delir'd Obje&, has. always 
hatred'in the Rear, if diſappointed and 
and crolt in its Deſires: So. Joy in the 
fruition of a dear - Obje&t; - is attended 
with Grief,' .that-lies in Ambuſh, and 
immediately ſeizes upon the. Soul when 
the Object is withdrawn. - And as in the 
Vibrations of a Pendulum, the Motion 
is always as ſtrong in proportion one 
Way, as 1t,was the other ; 10. according 


tothe excels of Love, will be the excels 


oh Grief. Of this- we have an eminent 
altanice in Duevid, whole Sorxaw for the 
Death of his rebellious Son was as 1m» 
"4 moderate, 
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modefate, as his Love the Cauſe of 


it. 

2 I fall now confider the moral 
Cauſes of habitual Sins, the various Cir« 
cumftances of our Lives that are influen- 
tial to give's Cuſtom tro Nature, and 
Viciouſneſs*to Cuſtom. As the Sea has 
Rocks and Sarids; Gulphs and Curreats,. 
Tempeſts and Calms, i the preſent Life 
has imbolically in its different Stares, 
that endanger. us in out Paſſage to the 
niext The different itions 
of Like T wil conſider under four 


Heads. | 
I. The ſeveral Callings wherein Men 


are ingag'd. 

2. The oppoſite ſtates of Proſperity 
or Adverfity that are attended wit 
ſuitable Temptattons. 

3. The Society with whom we are 
converſant. 

4. The Quality of the Times wherein 
we live. 


T, Let us ſearch for the predominant 
Sin in the Callings wherein, we are it- 
Fes, for according to their Quality,” | 

mptations Fitround vs, *ndare lik 
ro Rvrive ns. The Spider ſpins his 

Web, 


of Uprahrn 
Web, where Flies uſually paſs to entan- 
Fo and deſtroy them : 15 the ſibtile 


tmprer lays his Shares in our Sn 
wherein We-are converſant. © John t 


Baptift therefore, when the Ee oton 
addreft to him for Inſtruction, Maſter, 
What fhall we do ? ſaid to them, Exatt no 
more thats what is appointed you: And to 
the Sdulditrs he ſaid, Do. Violence to x0 
Mas, neither aſe any falfly ; and be conv 
rent with your e warns them 
apazoſt' Rapine, and Force, and injuri- 
ous Accuſin og others, of which Sins Pub- 
licans and Souldiers were uſually guilty. 

L will, tv be the more joftruftive, = 
cularly conſider Tome Callings, and. the 


Bins tl t maker + wg them. _. 
The —_ Calli Miniſters does 
not fecure them from in Tecptarions; bur 
ſuch is the cortuption of their Hearts, and 
of the World, that it expoſes them..to 
danpgerotis Temptations. The Devil 
ra us on the Temple-ſide,. and often 
pets poſſeſſion of our Hearts. Miniſters 


ate often guilty of a Tunlſs formal: 
- the ad Srmgn g Holy Th In & 
ng of Sermons, the Is, &X- 
reifed about the Matter 


der 
£x preflions, 'without TE 


ſuirable, to Divine Truths : partly, 
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cauſe from. Cuſtom -the moſt ſolemn and 
concetning Things paſs through-the Soul 


-withour ſerious -2r% and Application; 
e 


and partly, becauſe the Miniſterial Of- 
fice obliging us to furniſh our ſelyes with 
the knowledg of the admirable Myſte- 
ries of Godlineſs for the. inſtrudtion- of 
others, we are apt to make that the on- 
ly End of our Studies ; like . Viatners 
that buy great quantities of Wine for 
ſale, and not for their own uſe.. There 
is not in many, Miniſters a. ſpark of 
that Heavenly Fire which the. reflexive 
Meditation on Spiritual. and Eternal 
Truths inſpires: into the Soul, which 
our Saviour ,.came to kindle. Their 
Knowledg is not lively. and, operative, 


but like a Winter's _ that ſhines 
without yital Heat. If they are in- 
rich'd with rare Talents, they are apt 
to prophane that Holy Ordinance of 
Preaching, by ſecret Aims and Deſires 
of - Vain-glory: The Temptation is 
more dangerous, becauſe efteem and 
praiſe for IntelleQual Excellencies that 
axe peculiar to Man, and wherein: the 
Eminence of his Nature conſiſts, 15 ve- 


rppeoing, event to thoſe whoare of an 


potted Conyerſation, and free from 


Carnal Pollations. 


Chryſoſtom 


of <UprightneſT.” ve . } 
* > Chry/oftom confeſſes of himſelf, That Haber enim 
wer, Ca preach'd to/a thin. Audirory, pen. 
his words dy'd on his Lips, 'and his Spi- lem, urquems 
ritiwas quench'd ;-but when-he was en- CIR rn 
compaſs'd with'a' numerous full Affem- biis canere, 0- 
,: his Spirit was:enflam'd; and he rator fine mul- 
breath'd Fire... / The. attention-and aþ* jjeme ce. 
plauſe of the Hearers, the regarding one quens cfſe 
another with Wonder, as if never Man —- 
ſpake better, the reigning over the Spi- : 
rits of Men by powerful Oratory, are apt 
toinſpirc vain-glorious Conceits into the 
Preachers. And-many carried along by 
the Current of their: injudiciousAudi- 
tors, are curious 'to beſpangle their Dif: 
courſes with light Ornaments, to 'pleaſe 
the Ear, and are not ſtudious to'preach 
Chrift-and him. Crucified, 1n a ſtile di- 
ſtant from all ſhadow of vanity, toſfave 
the Soul. $4 | | IP. 
Another- Temptation attending that 
Holy Calling is, from Humane Paſſions, 
which Miniſters often bring up into the 
Pulpit with them, and with a-counterfeit 
Zealvent their Animofities againſt thoſe 
of whom they are.jealous, as diminifh- 
ing their ſecular Intereſts. God under 
_ the Law ſeverely: forbids the offering 
up Sacrifices by common Fire, but only 
by. Celeftial, that was preſerved = 
an 


"11 


x Pth. 5. 2,3» 


3 Cor. 9.11. 


in 320871 and Night 
= *tis ſymbolical, that 


The ſure'Þridl 
upon the: Altarby the Priefts : 


nfion of 
ho ew by :the/Servantsof God, ſhould 


bd = rages: of A nger againſt 
theie'Pe ns, but with hoby Zeal; : chat 
Love to their Souls mover be the pure 


wp wh _ __ —_— ps 
Te tdanper is, le . 
ate ered "more tothe te 

ral Reward of rods Office, - than the 
divine: End' of it. 'Therefore St. Peter 
with-that Solemnity enjoins 35 arr 
Paſtors, #6 fred rhe Block of God; 

the thereof} | n0t = conſtraint, bs 
willingly; ' wor for "filthy *Lucrt, bit of 6 
ready Mind : Neithev to att as Lords put» 
God's Heritage, but to be Enſumples fo 0 
Flock. ''*Tis true, the Labourer is: wors 
thy of his'Reward; and if we ſow - or 
ritual Things, i it a great Matter (as 


Apoſtle ſaith) if we reap your | baynal 


Things? But tho 'tis natural and regular 
tocat to live, m—_— live to cat is prom 
*tis a moſt” prlty 
vile Intention to uſe the Sacred Miniftr 
for obtaining ſecular Things. This wi 
cotrupt the Heart, and hinder" che diſc 
cha the Office: with ſincerity #4 


conftancy ; For the 'End is the Rule ad | 
Meaſure of the . Meats, and a- worldly 
' Maniſter 
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nour, andthetr Souls: Arid how?ofitri 


does the weight - Gold: = _ oo | 
in nt, aad-prepongerate't 
pod ' the: Cauſe: with;tboſe who: 


moſt-. ſolemnly obliged:i20/-:univenial | + 
re&itude, in the: diſcharge of ithazc!OF- | 
fice ?.,.Judges ſhould ;ſo; impartially;:and | t: 
with.that gable Refolutiori perform theig || 1 
Duty, a3#6« iſourageall, Attempts to-per-= || ! 
has ghem:- \Rponehi havitly paidteet 'L £ 
y ;camying. ſome Grapes, 10. colayred: 
Ares male ex> according: -to Nature, that the:'Birds | { 
ag are de 8: peck?d at them ;- An Qbſerver ſaid, The | i! 
ConbFag Birds diſcredited the Picture; for iif the: | F 
Boy had;;been drawn:'with ' equal. Late, ir 
EST ther hed oot been-ſo_ bold- to: "Bp: the | 
” Grapesa ſign they fancied the-Grapes: | tl 
true, and the Boy painted.. Thus:whay £3 £ 
ever-tempts. thoſe who fit-in Judicaggre || V 
to  unwo Jeqnſ Things, Ty vi their || 
Dignity, .an declaresther 1 
he. eſfteems. th _ pn an appearance, 
of Vertue ,without ſincoxe Zeal oo 16, 
And-how. many. whoare pode, wh, WA 
Homes _—_ {In ow v4 pry It 
an It-;a z 3 af t tr 
poſe themſelves to that, tertible depita» 
cation, Wo be them that call Good: 
and Ewv4il,,Good. - A; degenerous Mind; R 
and mercenary Tongue, will Piczeh «ny | W 
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Cauſe toobtain: the, Ends of Avariceand 
mbition : as if, according af an 
fon Lawyer ſaid of himſelf, They 
were the Advocates. of their Clients, 
and not of Juſtice. 7 Fra 
_- In ſhort, every Calling: has its Temp- 
tations:. In the various ways of .Com- 
merce, there are deceitful Arts-which an 
upright Man obſeryes and abhors. . Some 
Callings expoſe. to more Temptations 
than others ; ſo that without Circum- 
{peQtion and Care, Men are.undone in 
the way of their Callings. Some ingage 
Perſons in ſuch a throng of Buſineſs, that 
from one riſing of the Sun to another, 
they never ſeriouſly. remember God, or 
their Souls.. Tis therefore a Point of 
great Wiſdom in the choice of a Calling, 
with a free Judgmeant.to conſider, what is 
leaſt liable to Temptations, and. affords 
more freedom of ſerving God: and. re- 
arding our Spiritual State. ; for; the Bo- 
dy is not the intire. Man, and the preſent 
Life is.not his only Duration. . The Apo- 
le direts Chriſtians to chuſe: ſuch a 
State of Life, that they mayghave an ad- 
vantage of attending upon the Lord with- 
out diftrattion.. _. p 
_ I ſhall add, That. the ſeveral Relations 
wherein we ſtand , 2s Husbands, Parents, 
| 7 Maſters, 
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Relative Duties. A _Husband may be 
nk unkind, 'a Parent fond and yi- 
indulgent, Ve Ehy's Sin that 
brought Ruin upon his Family) a Ma- 
fter may be ſevere and rigorous. rh 
riors who are to inftru& and Pl 
_ by Holy Counſels and Exam Th 
let Their Duty ; and by ve their 
wy Catriage, ſet a Copy whi 
Children' and Servants tranſcribe, jr 
derive a woful Guilt © upon themſelves 
from rheir multiplied Sins. And how 
often are thoſe in lower Relations care- 
les of rheir proper Duties: Wiyes dif- 
reſpe&fut, and not obſervant of their 
Husband Childreg diſobedient, Ser- 
vants unfaithful ? If Conſcience be in- 
lightned and tender, it will regard the 
whole compaſs of our Duty, it will ſee 
wi feel our * finful neglets in any kinc 
and make us careful accarding to. the ex- 
tent of 1 its Obligation. 


2. The. oppoſite. States ? Profper; | 


| nnd Adyerfity, nw” fyitahle Temprati 
ons adherent to them. 


Proſperity] 


if Uprightwſt. 32 

Proſperity is beſet with, the thickeſt | 
xd. moſt. dangerous Temptations. | In 
a Garden the .'Tempter lay, in ambuſh, 
and made uſe of rhe Fruit that was plec- 
ant tathe Taſte, and ant to: the Eye, 
OE far. &'; aud by 
thoſe Allurements corrupted and ruin'd 
our firſt rt to the fo bode Fon 
ROGENCE Al elicity,/ LIED roIpe6+ 

rity.be a Blefling init ſelf, ye. *ris av R_ 
e deſtruQuive than Adverſity; by the 
parable and ingaging Snares that ſlir- 


TE ” 


1 
rognd, the Perſons; that enjoy it : Pride, 
ury, Security, Impiety, _—_ and 

| Rf in Proſperity. AMiction calls 
| bps the wandripg Spirit, makes us 


| with folemaity upon our- ſelves, 
excites us to arm our Minds with Reli- * 
gigus Reſolytions againſt the World ; 
whereas Proſperity relaxes and. diſſolves 

e Spirit, and foments the Luſts; of the 
Thoſe who live. in the Courts.of 
Princes, where the. Height of Honour, 
and the Centre. of \Plealure are, where 
mbition, Hypacrily, Avarice and Senor 
zality. reign, are. encircled with dange- 
Inchantments, | and uſually are 
. | charm'd and corrupted by them. The 
ity} Court.Life. is ſplendid to: the Eye, bur 
atly very perilous ; likes Ship that 1s finely 
: - | ' carv'd 
ity 


, 4h : 
F 
_.” , 
as "-] Pd + 
7 ac New: F 
6 * - p 
v a 
4D, i". 
= . 
- 
\ 
” 
SE 


»- Daw tho I . +} 
__ » 4 _ 


'- - P oh hee as 0" A 7 7 - p hat | "a ” 
I, SE el =_— 
A | | 


carv'd & painted, but ſo leaky, that with- 
out coritinual/ pumping it cannot be kept 
above Water ; ſo without :the ſtricteſt 
guardoover their Hearts and Senſes, the 


proſpetous cannot. eſcape the Shipwrack 


of 4 good Conſcience, and. fall into 'many 


Een. 13, 


fooliſh 7 that drown Men in Perattion. 
Yet this ſtate of Lite (many aſpire to as 
the moſt happy. When Lot ſeparated 
from Abraham, he choſe rhe pleaſant 
fruitful Country that was like the Garden 
of the Lord. Sad choice ! the Land was 
the beſt, but the Inhabitants the worſt: 
Within-a ſhort-time the cry of their Sins 
reach'd as high as the Throne of God;and 
brought down ſhowrs of Fire and Brim- 
ſtone, that turned that natural Paradiſe 


" intoan Hell. 


Prov, ZOs 8, LD 


Riches has a Train of Temptations, 
and Poverty is not exempt from them. 
"Twas the wiſe Prayer of Agur; Give me 
neither "Poverty nor Riches, leſt I be full 
and deny thee, and ſay, Who is the' Lord ? 
or -lefſt I be poor and ſteal, and take the 
Name of ' my God in vain. A full Eftate 
intirely poſſeſſes the Heart, and excludes 
the eternal World from the Thoughts 
and AﬀeCtions : *tis therefore wiſe Ad- 
vice, If Riches increaſe, ſet , not your 


Heart wpon them, intimating they are -a || 


Snare 
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Snare to the moſt in the cotrupt State. 
They often induce in Mens Minds an 
ungratefnl Oblivion of their Divine Be- 
nefaQtor, as 'tis charg'd upon 1/reel, 
Their Hearts were exalted, therefore they 
have forgottes me. They incline Men 
to preſutne upon Self ſufficiency, and to 


rob God of the Homage that is due from 


his Creatures, . an. humble thankful des 
pendance upon his Providence every 
day. The Pſalmiſt faith, They truſt in 
their Wealth, and boaſt themſelves in the 
multitude of their Riches. They are en- 
paging Snares to renounce Religion, 
when-ever the-Sincere, and open pro- 


fffion of it, expoſes our Eſtates to ha- 


zard. Briefly, as the Iſraelites made an 
Egyptian Idol of their Egyptian Jewels; 
ſo worldly Things are abus'd for worldly 
Luſts. The moſt who enjoy Proſperity, 
periſh by the abuſe of it: "Tis a rare 
effet of Divine Grace to preſerve the 
Heart and Converſation pure in ſuch a 
contagious Air, when a thouſand fall at 
thy ſide, and ten thouſand at thy right 
Hand. And the contrary ſtate of Po- 
verty and Affliction in any kind, if 
ſharp, has its peculiar Temptations ; 
Diſcontent, and the uſe of unlawful 


' Means to obtain what they want and 


deſire, is the Sin of the Poor. The Af- 
D flicted 
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flited are ready to faint under the 
weight of Sorrow : The loſs of ane 

mfort blaſts all the Content of their 
Lives. There is a perpetual confump- 
tion of their Thoughts and Time in re- 
volviog the affliging Circumſtances of 
their Condition, and they are apt to 
think as if God were regardleſs or very 
ſevere to them. Feartul depth! they 
wretchedly negle& the means that might 
alleviate their Sorrows, and refuſe ta he 
camforted, as if they were Perfons con- 
ſcrated to Calamity ; thus Life is lin* 
ger'd out in continual Languiſhings, or 
ended with deadly Grief. 
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It the &AMithon be fogular and 


extracrdinary, Sorrow often increafes 
to ſuch diſmal Degrees, that moſt woful 
Effe&s proceed from that Paſſion, The 

:{h of Spirit either breaks out in 
unkindly and unholy Expreſſions, or in- 
wardly teſters with Repining, vexatiaus 
Thoughts at their Condition. Stubborn 
Spirits are impatient of the Evils they 
ſuffer, and infeaſible and undervaluing 
of the Bleflings they poſſeſs. They net- 
ther look upward to the Hand of God 


their Sins, the moſt righteous procuring 
Cauſe of them : But ſerious RefleRion 
would confiraia them to ay <-- 

that 


_ that diſpofes all Evils, nor inward to | 
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' of Uprightneſs. 
that God puniſhes them lefs than their 
Sins deſerved, and that their Droſs 
needed the vehemence of the Fire to 
purge it away: A meek yielding our 
ſelves, and a complying with the bleſſed 
Ends of his affliting Providence, will 
make us to underſtand by Experience, 
that all our ſharpeſt Sufferings were moſt 


wiſely and divinely ordered by-our Hea- 
venly Father. 


3. We muſt fearch for our peculiar 
Sin in the Society with whom we are 
converſant. Our 'Company that we 
chooſe, and are frequently engaged with, 
diſcovers us to others and may to our 
ſelves. *Tis a true Glaſs that by re- 
flexion makes viſible the Countenance 
and Complexion of our Minds. Love 
proceeds trom Likeneſs, and the EleCi- 
on of Friends from a correſpondence in 
the Tempers of Men. *Tis true, there 
may be Foreign Motives of Friendſhip 
and. Commerce, with others from ours 
Secular Afttairs and Intereſts ; but Incli- 
nation is the internal Cauſe of Friend- 
ſbip. *Tis viſible, that Carnality in its 
various kinds, cements Friendſhips : 
the Intemperate, the Laſcivious, the 
Worldly, are endear'd to one another by 

D2 the 
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the reſemblance in their Minds and Man- 
 ners. Beſides, Examples if often if our 
view, and eſpecially of thoſe whom we 
love, have a ſtrange Power to change us 
into their Likeneſs. *Tis the Oblerva- 
tion of the wiſe Man, He that has fel- 
| .. lowſhip with a proud Man, will be like him. 
mg opt The vicious Aﬀections: of the Heart. 
' mumquemqz tranſpire in Words and AQttions, and in-f| 
manu ſenſibly infe&t others: and in familiarſ} 
catu no- . 
cent. Society the Contagious Evil the more © 
ſtrongly infefts, being immediately con-f | 
veyed. If our -intimate Friends aref * 


worldly Wiſe, who mind earthly Things,| . 
ſagacious to forecaſt Advantages, andfj ! 
aQtive to accompliſh their Defigns, wef ! 
may judg of the ſtrain of our Atteftions ;} * 
for if our Converſations were in Heaven, | 
if our frequent. and ſerious Diſcourſes} Y 
were of Things above, how to improveſ] © 
Spiritual Riches, our Company- wouldſ © 
be ungrareful to them : without Sympa- 2 


thy there can be no complacence 1n So- 
ciety. The Garlick and Onions of. thef © 
Egyptian Earth, is more taſteful to their 
Palats than the Bread of Angels. Be- ol 
ſides, by conſtant familiarity our Mind fb 
are apt to be corrupted to value the 
World as our ſubſtantial Felicity, and our 


Hearts to be corrupted with the love of it, 
is; which 


of Uprightne "I 


Miſery. Thus if we are Aſſociates with 
the Voluptuous, there will ſteal into the 
Heart an allowance of Senſuality, and a 
diſlike of Holineſs as a ſowr Severity. If 
unregenerate Men, though of a civil 
Converſation, be our choſen and fami- 


| rar Frgends, our Zeal for Religion will 


decline, and lukewarmneſs be inſenſibly 
infus'd into us. Briefly, as the Wax re- 
ceives the Figure of the Seal that 1s ap- 
plied to it, our Minds receive a likeneſs 
trom the Impreſſions of Examples. 
Therefore a Prudence diſcreet and ſevere 
is neceſſary in the choice of our Society. 
In the Humane Life there is no miftake 
more dangerous than in the choice of 
Friends with whogn we'are uſually con- 
verſant. *Tis a comprehenſive Rule, 
and moſt uſe] for the guiding us ſafely 
to Heaven, to ſele&t the Wiſe and Holy 
to be our bolom-Friends. As:a Ring 
touch'd by a Load(tone drawsanother by 
an impreſt Virtue,ſo in holy Society there 
is Divine Grace attractive of the Hearts 
of others. - He that walks with the Wife, 


ſhall be wiſe; but a Companion. of Fools 


ſball be afflicted : That is the penal Conſle-' 


quence of being corrupted by them. 


The Scnſual and Luxurious, by their 


D 3 converſe, 
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' which is of the Spring of Mens Sins and 
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converſe, pervert good Diſpoſitions 1h 0» 
thers, tain evil Inclinations in» 
to Habits : They are Satan's Inſtruments 
to draw Men into his Snares, more fa- 
miliar Devils to tempt and deſtroy Souls. 
He- that chuſes evil Company, 1s like 
one that voluntarily frequents a Houſe 
inftted with the Plague ; who 1geither 
a Fool and diſvalues Life, or deſperate 
and ſeeks Death. 


4. We muſt conſider the Quality of 
the Times we live in, to diſcover what 
Sin is predominant in us. There are 
Evil Days in the Apoſtle's Language, 
with reſpect to . the - Temptations and 
Troubles that are - concomitant with 
them, and a wiſe cirgumſpett walking 1s 
requiſite to preſerve | Innocence and 
Purity. Sometimes thoſ&#who. are dig- 
nified with Titles and Powers,are leaders 
in Sin, and their publick PraCtices are fo 
commandingly exemplary, that they ea- 
faly prevail upon many to follow them ; 
for that is the way to inſinuate into their 
favour and obtain ſecular Advantages and 
Rewards. From hence it is that fome, 
as if the oppoſite Forms of Religion were 
but different faſhions of the ſame ſtuff, will 


Put on a new Livery according 'to the 
Maſter 
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Maſter they ſerve. They have a politick 


Faith, you may coin them a P#z/ip and 
Mery, or an Elizabeth, as the Mintage 
of the Times vary. But the Example 
of the High and Noble is no fafe Rute : 
A Rule of Gold, tho of value for the Mat- 
ter, yet if crooked, *tis uſeleſs as a Ruke. 
In ſome Ages the Poiſon ſheds at felf 
into the whole Body of a Nation, that 
rarely any are untainted. The old World 
was drown'd in ſenſuality, and Noah 
only eſcap'd. And in the next Age, 
how did Idolatry, like an overſpreading 
Leproſy infect the World, and Abraham 
hardly eſcap'd. In Feremy's Time the 
Land mourn'd for Oaths and Curles ; 
Men were turn'd breathing Devils, atid 
ſpake the Language of Hell before they 
came there. Sometimes all Degrees ate 
ſo corrupt, that Vices pals for Vertues, 
the rage of Duelling Be Heroick Va- 
four, Luxury and Senſualicy for inno- 
cent and amiable Qualities ; and Hok- 
nefs, tho a Divine Excellency, and the 
very Beauty of the Deity, 1s deſpiſed 
and derided : Thus Men glory in their 
Shame, and are aſhamed of their Glory. 
Now there is no Tyranny more violent 
than of a corrupt Cuſtom, no Conta- 
gion more catching than of National 

D 4 SINS. 
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Sins. The Apoftle reminds the Epheſi. 


4x5, that in their Heathen State z 


 walk'd according to the Courſe of the World. 


We are therefore ſtrictly commanded, 
2ot to be conform'd to the World, but tranſ- 


 form'd by the renewing of our Minds,that we 


may prove what is the Good, the acceptable 
and perfect Will of God. "Tis the eminent 
effect of Grace to reſiſt the Torrent of the 
'Times,and to value the Conſcience of our 


Duty before all Worldly ReſpeQs : ac- 


cordingly *tis recorded to the everlaſting 
Honour of Jehoſhaphat, That he walked in 
the Commandments of God, and not accord- 
ing to the Doings of Iſrael. 
' 2. I come to ſhow how the peculiar 
Sin may be diſcovered from its Effet, 
and the diſcovery from hence is more ſen- 
ſible, than from the Cauſes: for Divine 
Grace may controul the Efficacy of the 
Cauſes, that a Chriſtian,may abhor the 
Sin to which there are Fo Tempta- 
tions, but Effects emergent from inward 
Luſts, diſcover the habitual frame of 
the Heart. | 
'1.: The Sin that is frequently and ea- 
ſily 'committed, and aiffculely”retraft- 
ed, is a Man's peculiar Sin, 
1, Frequently. . Single Afts do not 
denominate a Perſon, but Habits thar 
proceed, 


' 
. 


proceed from repeated Ads, are chara- 
Qteeriſtical. Noah's lingle AQ of Drun- 
kenneſs, which might proceed from his 
ignorance of the ſtrength of the Wine, 
or the weakneſs of his Brain, did not 
argue his being addicted to it : but fre- 
quent relapſes into that Sin, denominates 
a Man a Drunkard. A train of ſinful 
AQtions is from a diſpoſition ſtrongly 
bent to them. If a Man be of a chole- 
rick Nature, Anger will be his quotidi- 
ax ; if of a Sanguine, licentious Mirth 
will be his tertiav. *Tis the CharaQter 


of - Man in_ his. unregenerate polluted 


State, he commits Sin, "tis his Trade ; 
and as any particular Luſt has dominion 
in his Heart, ſuch is the courſe of his 
Life, When the Inclination leads to a 
Calling, a Man applies himſelf conti- 
nually to it ; for the Work produces De- 
light, and the Delight ſtrongly inclines 
him to work : Thus according to the 
tendency of our corrupt Natures is the 
conſtant prattice of Sin. We may as 
ſurely judg of the active Powers of the 
Soul by the AQtions that proceed from 
them, as of the vigour of the Sap 1n the 
Root, by the number of the Fruits 
of the Tree. *Tis ſaid of the Scotfers, 


they walk after their own Luſts : which 
implies 
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implies the habitual praQice of Sin, - the 
licenſe and pleaſure they take in a car- 
nal Courſe. 

2. The Sin that is eafily committed is 
our own. As the Divine Nature in a 
Saint makes him fit for every good 
Work, but eſpecially for the exerciſe of 
that Grace that is eminently regent in 
his Heart, upon the firſt Call of Con- 
ſcience, he applies himſelf to his Duty : 
fo the corrupt Nature prepares Men 
evil Works, and its ſpecial tendency is 


pany inflam'd by a ſuitable ObjeR. 


is Indication isclear, with reſpe& to 
the Sins of the defiring and angry Ap: 
petites. The more quick and ſpeedy 
the Power of a Temptation 1s, the more 
ſtrong is the vicious Inclination. When 
Achax ſaw a goodly Babyloniſh Garment 


and a Wedg of Gold, he coveted them 


and took them : the immediate riſe of 
tns Aﬀettion: upon the preſence of the 
ObjeQ, his preſumptuous Sacrilege, not- 
withſtanding the terrible Interdifh 

a convincing ſign of his worldly Mind. 
So 'tis ſaid of the young Man in the 


Proverbs, that was enticed by the blan- 


diſhments of the Harlot, he went  frait- 
wy after her. When the alluring Ob- 
Je 


preſently inveigles the Senſes, and 


, was 
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e | eafily obtains the conſent of the Will, 
- | we may truly infer what Paffion reigns 
in the Heart. ' So a Man that is ſoon an- 
Is th whoſe Paſſion like Tinder takes 
re at a Spark, a ſmall Occaſion may un- 
derftand what his Nature is. A Man 
of a cool Spirit, of meek and mortified 
Paſſions, is not eaſily incenſed. 

3. The Sin thatis difficultly retraQted. 
There are Principles of Conſcience in 
laps'd Nature, concerning Good and 
Evil that cannot be raſed out, and'are 
improv'd and heighrned by revealed 
Light ; from hence there is often an in- 
ternal Confli& between the convinced 
Mind, and the corrtept Heart : But the 
darling Luft controuks the Efffcacy of 
thoſe Principles, for Nature and Cuſtom 
are of all things moſt hardly to be 
chang'd.. Properties inherent ia the na- 

ture of things are infeparable: Thus 
wallowing in the Mire 1s natural to a 
Swine, and though wafſh'd, will return 
tOit. When a Luft is deeply rooted in 
Nature, Mem cannot ceaſe from Sin. We 
j| havea fad Inſtance of this in St. Auſtin, 
before his intire and bleffed Converfion. 
t- | Hedeclares in his Confeflions, how ex- 
tream hard it was to divorce himſelf 
| from ſenſual Delights; they were _ | 
, by nate 


T be ſure Trial 


nated in his Nature, ingrafted into'his 
AﬀeCtions, and the ſeparation from them 
was as the fleaing him alive. When he 

rayed for Chaſtity, it was with a re- 
Firjftion , Make me chaft, but not too ſoon : 
In the vigour of his Age, the finning 
Seaſon, he was averſe to be weaned from 
thoſe poiſonous Breafts. *Till Divine 
Grace chang'd his Nature, he could ne- 
ver reſcue himſelf from the Intangle- 
ments of hts Iniquity. 

Cuſtom in Sin uſually proceeds from 
Inclination ; and with as ftrong a {wa 
determines the corrupt Will as Original 
Nature. Car the Ethiopian change his 
Skin, and the Leopard his Spots ? then 
may yougvho are accuſtom'd to do Evil ao 
Good. Dreadful ditticulty ! ſome habi- 
tual Sinners are {ecureand ſtupid, and of 


ſuch depraved obſtinacy, that they will 


not reſolve to cleanſe themſelves from 
their Defilements. In others there are 
{ome ſparks of Religious Fear ; but not- 
withſtanding the ſtings of Conſcience, 


continue in the practice of Sin. The 


charming Luſt ſo long indulg'd, is impe- 
rious and peremptory ; and till Omni- 
potent. Grace unbinds the Charm, they 
are never releas'd from the circle of con- 
tefling their Sins when their hana: w' 
ated, 


wo 


of Uprighmeſs. 


ated, and committing them with new 
Heat and Rapture upon the returning 
Temptation. Though Conviftions be 
heightned into Reſolutions, the next 
Temptation hinders the Efte& : They 
reſcind their ſolemn and ſacred Engage- 
ments, perfidiouſly break double Chains, 


the Law of God with their own Vows| 
| | fads his Spirit and wound their own ; 


rom hence *tis evident that ſuch Sins 

are properly Mens own. b 
2. That Loſt to which others are ſub- 
ſervient, has the ſupremacy in the'Heart. 
In all the Domintons of Satan, there is 
ſome ſpecial Luſt that is his Viceroy, 
and keeps poſſeſſion for him. There is 
an. Order in the Kingdom of Darkneſs, 
one Sin wants the afliſtance and counte- 
nance of another ſometimes to diſguiſe 
and palliate it, or for the doing it. 'The 
reigning Sin has, as it were, its Court 
and Council, its Guard and Attendants. 
To illuſtrate this by its contrary, 'tis ob- 
ſervable there is a concatenation of Ver- 
tues,and the ſuperior Vertue is aſſiſted by 
other Vertues in its Exerciſe: as Juſtice in 
diſpenſing what isdue toothers,is aſſiſted 
by Fortitudeand Temperance, which re- 
ulate Fear and Deſire, that often hinder 
its moſt noble Exerciſe: and the AQt- 
| ons 
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ons immediately flowing from Courage 
or Temperance, are aſcribed to Juſtice, 
1 to which they are ſubſervieat ; for the 
; End and Intention conſtitutes the Kinds 

. in the ranks of moral Things, either | 
Vertues or Vices. "Tis the Obſervatian 
of the Philoſopher, that one who does 
an AQ of Robbery that he may have 
Mony to corrupt a Woman, is not ſo 
much Coyetous as Incontinent. Joſeph's 
Brethren ſold him into Egyps, dipt his 
Garment in Blood to deceive their Fa- 
ther, and thereby. contrated a Crimſon 
Guilt : but Cruelty and Hypocriſy were 
ſubordinate to their Envy : They hated 
bim, becauſe the Father's Love to them 
was faint in compariſon to the warm 
Beams reflected upon Joſeph. 

2. The Darling Corruption ingrol- 
ſes the Thoughts. There is a natural 
levity and featherineſs in the Mind, a 
ſtrange inconſittency and diſcurrency of 
the Thoughts, but Love will faſten them 
intenſely upon its ObjeA. From hence 
it is that babitual and delightful Thoughts 
are the beſt diſcovery of our Hearts and 
our ſpiritual State, Words and Attions | 
may be over-rul'd and counterfeit for di- 
vers Reaſons, but Thoughts are the invi- 
fible produQions of the Soul, and wikiout 
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fearor mask, without reſtraint or diſguiſe, 

undifſemblingly difcover the Difboli 
\ | tion of the Heart. Thoughts are the 
| Zznmediate Off-fpring of the Soul ; and 
| as the Waters that immediately flow 
" | from the Spring are ſtrongeft of the 
| | Miaeral, foche Thoughtsare moſt deep- 


| Iy tinftur'd with the AﬀeRions. A Saint 

* | is therefore defcribed by his meditating Pun x. 

) | in the Lawof God Day and Night, whic 

3 | is the natural and neceffary Effet of his 

| Delight in it. Uncounterfeit Religion Detinitio bre- 
” | and Holineſs coofifts in the order of Love, Y5.* _ 
1 |} as St. Auftis briefly and fully deſcribes it, amotis. 
- | The Wilt is carried to its Obje& and 

] End by the Motion of Love, and Love 

1 } applies the Mind intirely to the Obje& 

i } to which it is ſtrongly inclin'd. When - 

. | the Heart is corrupt, the ordinary Cur- 

* | rent of the Thoughts is in the Channel 

1} of our Lufts. The contriving Thoughts, 

* | the Devices of the Mind, the contem- 

if plarive Thoughts and inward Muſings 

1 ÞJ are converfant about. the belaved -L 

© | thaten the Mind to it. Thus when 

5 | Covetguſnefs is the reigning Paſſion, 

d the Mind is in continual exerciſe to com» 

S f! paſs ſecular Ends : *tis full of Proje&s 

: w to order the Means moſt ſucceſs- 


fully 'to increaſe Riches, and how to re- 
"I moye 
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move what-ever may obſtruct the main 
Deſign. The Spirit is captivated,and like 
a drudg in a Mill is continually grind- 


ing for the ſatisfattion of the earthly 


Appetite. When the more ſenſual volup- 
tuous Pafſions are predominant, the con- 
triving Thoughts are to make Proviſions 
for the Fleſh to ſatisfy the L fs thereof: 
The Underſtanding is debaſed to be the 
Pander and Caterer for the intemperate 
and incontinent Appetites. The ambi- 
tious are lays the Scene how to obtain 


' his defired Honour, and forecaſts how 


to aſcend to ſome place of Eminence : 


ſo Anger ſowred into Revenge, envies at 
the Excellencies and- Advancements of 


others, turns the Mind to plot Miſ- 
chief. ' | 
The contemplative Thoughtsand Mu- 
ſings of the Mind, are alfo fix'd on the 
darling Luſt, As a Holy Believer in 
whoſe Heart the deſire of enjoying God 


' in Heaven is the ſupreme AﬀeQion, fre- 


quently aſcends in his Mind thither, and 
by ſolema ſerious Thoughts ſubſtantiates 
his future Happineſs, and has anunſpeaka- 
ble glorious Joy in the lively hopes of it : 
Thus the unrenewed Heart turns the 


Thovghts to the deſired ObjeR, either inf 


repreſenting it 1n all its Charms, ot in 


ox ths 


The ſure Trial 


of 'Oprightneſt 


eons, upon. the enjoyment of wha 
et ; Or. 1N Fepotiarion of, what is wy 
py Pall pleaſes: it ſelf with the Supe) 
Fon inſtead! of Fruition... A prautd, 
erſon entertains; vain-gloriqusthou 

his owit CN 4. worſhips wing 
BY Idal himſelf: In his'Mind he [6-1 
peats the Ecchoes of Fra Nees his er on 


1;ſh - Flatterers, laviſh 


recorded of. Nt dhe y, that as, he, 
walk'd in his Palace, he 19h >. 1s nat this 
great Babylon that [ hee wile for, the, 
Hoſe of the K, Kongo, 6 might $4 my 
ower, and, fe or the Trae of my  Majey 
| ? His 7th haowring al - were the 
Expreſſion gf 1s/Though ughts,anc ddiſcover'd 
Pride to be, the.re1 ning paſſion of his 
Hearr. The, Co ect be kurveys his 
Carnal Paradiſe, and perſonates the Plea- 
ſyres of Siny by. impure, Imaginations : 
his fancy 1 rfos xriptoully over. tempting 
Beauries :; by..a49 ative Contem mplacign 
contrats; a: new Stain, and induces a 
new Guilt. 4 upon, himſelf: he. commits 
the 1 ſame: Sig, a thouſand times,” by rex 
newing rhe. :pleaſant Thoughts of ic, 
nd by carnalcomplacence in the rememe 
brance. 


3.10, the fence of the Night! when. a 


&urtaig of. Darkgels ; is drawh over the 
E ' viltble 
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the Virgin 


The Frere That 


viſible World, and the Soil tor diverted 
by ſenſible” ObjeQts, is moſt. free in irs 
ennoes, then the Thoughts are &66n- 
fant abour the beloved Sin. Mr Jed 
o the Malicious and Revenge 
_ t miſchief #pon their Beads. We TH 
ool was comriving how to beftow his 
Feuits an , andentertaining him- 
ſelf wich the i zptirs of feſtival volup- 


vous living, Te the Night wherein his 


Shul was required. And. inthe Morning 


the beloved'Euſt, In the rime of Divi 
Worſhip; wheir the pure Majeſty and 
fpecial refence of God ſhould unite the. 
Thoughts, and compoſt the 'Sout tof 4 
holy ſolemii Frame, then' the beloved 
Luft wilf'beÞ im pudent and. outragions 
as to break” 1nto the Mind the Chathber 
of Preſence; and ſat it' flf there. As 
Lor's Wife ted by an Arigel ont of Soxom, 
turr'd a Imgring Eye towards it, {0 the 
Carnal Heart even id reli _ Service 
and Addreffes to God, refl pon "the 
ſinful ObjeA, char has an aretaclipe be ork 
upoge is charg'd apainſt thoſe fine 
ypocrites "It Ezekiol ; "They ft before 
thee as my People, and hear thy words, but 
they will not dv them : for with thelr Monch 


Pg ſpew mich love, but Their Hart g6- 
eh 


onghts are profticnted to | 


WI W712" OSS! i td et adn Bo 


=. 


ES 600-4 


TO. 
th after their Coveronſneſs. Tis tec- 
kon'd as an high A no AO of their 


Guilt, Tea is my Houſg have 1 found their Fer, 23+ 11+ 


Withedneſs, ſaith the Lord. The fami- 
rt tf will haunt Men ,in the Divine 
Preſence. This makes them cold and 
careleſs nn Holy Duries; this makes their 
Devotion fo faint and dilute, that God is 
infinitely provok'd by then. In ſhort, 
che darling Euſt does i iftirely and in- 


. terifely fix the Mind upon it, that Mens 


Accounts ate dreadfully 'increaft by the 
frrarms of wicked Thoughts that defile 
their Souls: and in the” Day of Tudg- 
ment, 'that is called the Day of Revela- 
Hon, there will be a diſcovery made to 
their everlaſting Confuſion, 

© 4. TheSin Men deſire $0 conceal fron 
otfets, and from Conſcience, and are apt 
to defend ot "extenuate, and ate inipa- 
fient of teproof for it, has a ſpecial Th- . 
cereſt in their AﬀeQions. * Every Slaner 
is a Maſter of this Art, to counterfeit 
the Vertu&s/he wants, and differtible the 
Vices that he allows. *Tis the Obſerva- 
tion of Salomon, God made Mars *pright 
but he FW ought Out 143) Inventions \, e 
cially to palliare andthide, or to excuſe 
his, Faults. Sin in its rative deformity 
is ſo foul; char Men employ a great _ 

E 2 0 
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of Art-and Study; either_to capceal - it 

under a Vail of Darkneſs, .or_a deceitful 

=» Mask of Vertue, or. by various Excuſes 

op "efieſen | its Gal arld Ignominy, _. Adew 

patt'd up an Apron of Fig-Leaves ti 

cover. his Nake Ine, a ir mblance of 

his Gare to hide his Sin. David could not. 

Fo ect to deceiy e God ; but. 'r0 hide. his 

Adultery wit CR aubſpeks from Men, he 

rrvard for EF from the Ap. that he 

ight have gone home t0 his.V ie. *'Tis, 

$ erv'd. of _ Caſar and Foes. whoſe 

atfbitious Spirits aſpir'd_t $Overcign 

Power, they-.made uſe, of ame*Enſigns. 

of. \Royalty, to accultom' the People y 

degrees to them, yer were, crafty. rg 

hide their Delign, . Ceſar ſometimes ap- 

peared publickly with a Wreal h of Law- 

rel c on his Head ; but leſt the People frem, 

h S Wearing that a appearan eofa Crown, 

ould be. jealous of his Tntention, pre-, 

tended it was ofly-to' ſupply-his want 

_ of Hair, and coyer his baldnefs, - Pom- 

pey wore a- white Fillet curiouſly, wrought 

* Pompeio about his Leg, 4 pretence Zhas, his Leg 

candida facts as hurt z but in truth » decauls et. Was & 
garum 

habenri, di- DIadem, a Royal Ornament, * which 

um fuir, non be. Was reproach'd by ſome Ws 'Obſer- 

reſerrinqua ver There Are innumerable: Arts us'd 


re COrporis yer; .-- 
diademas. =, to cover Mens reſpettive Sins.;,, I ſhall 
» Ut | 


only 


$4 5 Þ 
S< 

Fs wu 
1 ET] 

_— oO FP 
ary ed « 
. . 

/ 
+6 
F > . 
Ju * 
be 
wr 
- 
> 
L's 
» 


COEY ow —_ PIY 


W_—_— vv 


Bo Sod i. an a Mi. a trois 


ST wp KP 


( 


Ot, 


fUrights. == 33 © 


only inftance*in one that" isFufually-pri”? 
Qis'd : ' How do many; like the" crafty 
Lapwing that flutters'at a' diſtance from? 
its Neſt, appear zealous againſt the vi” 
fible Sins of others, that under that" ſas: 
dowy Deceit they may hide their own ?: 
Their Words feather'd with ſevere<cef- 
ſure fly abroad; wounding'the Rep 
tion of others for leſſer Faults, that' the 
may 'not- bei ſuſpe&ed to be guilty of- 
worle Sins ſecrerly cheriſh'd by-rhem: <*4 
- But if: thE beloved Sin be evident, Sa- 
ran aſſiſts the-corrupt Mind to frathe 
fuch 'colotirable' Prerences*either we | 
fend or excuſe it, that it may' not ap 
ina ghaſtly manner, atrended with fee 
Judgment and aneverlaſting Hell. Wherr 
a Loft has enticed. and drawn away*the', um 
Will, the Mind is ingag'd 'to g1VE*TO- nomine obre- 


lour ro the'/Conſent, and either dire&y;-punt. Temeri- | 


ſub tirulo 
or in-an-oblique way, t6repteſent rhe Sin: \ rcicudinis 


that 1t-may appear les odions and more later. Modera- 
amiable. ''Somerimes the Uiiderſtanding'"9. vocemr al 


.Navia, pro caus 


is ſo pervert&@ by the imprefſion of Plea clnnidus a0 4 
ſyre, that Conſcience ' allows Concaptſ- cpirur. Inhis 
cence. 'T 80x'-repeated Obſervation of _ — 


2* wiſe Pliil6ſopher, ' thar' Vices were Sen, 


diſguis'd'under- the reſerfiblance' of Ver-* _ fpecie 


raes; and Vertues difparag'd under the: vircucis & ume 
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" derfianding and. Will, the. Mind and+ - 


Mangers were. depraved, and ſhame was 
cait.ypon the Vertuous, and boldnels gi- 
ven tothe Vicious. Profulenels is ſtil'd 


Magnificence, Violence, Valour, Diſfe- 


latene(s,; Gentility, Fraud and Craft;; 


Prudence. On the contrary, Syacerity 


_ 1s blaſted with the name of Folly, Paty- 


ence. reputed Stupidity, and Conſcience 
Superſticion. The Proud will-ſet off the 
the lofty Humour and Carriage as @ der 
cent greatneſs-of Spirit, and vilify the 
Jumble as low and ſordid. The Chole- 
- rick will ingage Reaſon. to juſtify his 
Paſſion ; he ,will alledge the Provo» 
cation would anger an Angel. The Lukey: 
warm 1n Religion, will repreſent. Juke 
© warmnels as a diſcreer Temperament be- 
..tween the vicious Extreams'of a Wild- 
..;fire;Zeal, and ,a prophbane coldneſs and 
'neglet. 'The-Barthly-minded will pur 
flattering - Colours / on Covetouſnels, to: 
-make. it; appear a praiſe-worthy Vertue, 
"a prudent proviſion for time to.come. If 
Mea are quits-deſtitute of defence, they 
-will, by a. mild; conſftrution extenuate 
the guilt. of- their darling Sin; The in. 
continent Perſon will make a Canopy far 
his Luſt, as only a bumanei Frailty., 


Thg Iatemperate will:excuſe his Excels, 


.* as 


LIMI 


the divorcing Command of God between 


ver is as bad or mory himſelfl: jke a.Ri- 
: 4 


of Uprightzeſs. 55 

as free Mirth and harmfel(s Society. Myr 

ny, Apologies are made for the Sins Men 
aro y;commit ; ſome will plead nn 
excuſe, a prone neceflity of Nature ; 
ſome, the Cuſtom of _the Places they 

live in; ſome, their uaſettled-Youth ; 

any thing that may leflen the turpitude 

in the view: of Conſcience; or 1n the 
Opinion of others. Now-pleading ar- 

gues Love, and Love denominates the 


b 


Sin to be their own, * Fromhence 1t 4s * ac ogun 


omnum 


that ſo many cpntraQt a deſperate hard- YHmem © 
neſs, and are irrecoverably depraved. fare malim 
But if Men cannot hide or excule their quameffupere. | 
beloved Sin, they are impatient of rg- "OH" 2 
proof for it, and with ſecret Diſcontear, 
or ſtormy Paſſions, rejze& Admonition. 
Some of fair Tempers and Coaverlatz- 
on, if a Miniſter or Friend be fatthtpl 
to their Souls, *and with holy Zeal urges 


them and their pleaſant Sins, and repre- 
ſents ſincerely the Guilt of their fiatpl 
courſe of Lite, they. become fierce and 
vehement, and recoil. upon. their Re- 
provers, as arrogating,imperious Augho- . 
rity, or for Rigour and Severity, or.um- 
pertinence ia admoniſhing them ;-and 
jometimes recriminate, that the Repro- 


ver 
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ver that pafſes without H6iſe; till it meets 

with the Arches of a Bridg that ftops'its 

'free Current, 'then it ſwells'and roars. 

' In ſhort, the indulgent Sinner will &1- 

deavour to defend his boſ&m-Sin, or' to 

«ſubdue his Conſcierice thit' ir may not 

torment him for it. WL 

'5. The Sin that'the enltghtned Con- 

ſcience refleAts upon,* with' anguiſh and 
___ __.._, "bitter remorſe, is ufually that which has | + 

/ .- 1, been indulg'd; and 'whereby God has 
| "been moſt diſhonour'd}' 'There is fo | ? 
br an impreſſion of the Deity in the | - 

- 'Soul, andcour duty and accountablenefs, 

that it cannot be utterty- defac'd : and 
_ «though the rebellious Will and Aﬀecti- | 
* ons controul itfor a time, yet it remains | * 
'for the Convigion. and Puniſhment of | :; 
2 
| 


Delinquents.- Conſcience is a Spy in our 
_ Boſoms, and obſerves in order-to a diſc6- 
"very; and what is written 10 its Regi- 
"fter' cannot be razed out: /?Ths true, a | *) 
Spirit of Slumber fometimes' ſeizes upon | +1 
the Wicked, and*Confciehce is ſo ſtupi- | 1 
fied, that they ſip without refleQtion' and | *; 
remorſe; but there' are times wherein | © 
.Conſcienceis tonfd up like: a Lion; arid } 4 
tears 'them im'"Plitres according to the | A 
fearful Threatning, 'This-is ſomerimes | 4 
obne by the polwerful-preaching of the | *< 
SHES; 032 654 Words | - 
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; | *Word: The Apoſtledeſcribes''the Word 
of "Gvd by irs-admigable efficacy; *The 
uick and powerful," and ſharper than any 
-tw5:edged Sword, piercing even to the di- 
widing afunder the Soul and Spirit, and of 
"the Tetnts and Marrow, and i 4 aiſcerner 
-of the Thoughts 'and Intents of the Heart: 
'When - the Word'by a piercing Applica- 
| tion diſcovers'{rhe” boſom-Sin, and the 
; | FHearfal Judgment that-attends it, '{o- that 
) 


the'Giiilty cannot obſcure the'Evidence 
'6F-rhe"one; nor- avoid the terror :of the 
-other, then Conſcience bleeds afreſh that 

, } "was ſeared before.-: There w'recordeda 

| | \wonderful Inſtance of this in the As of 

the Apoſtles; when Paul the Prifoner rea- 

ſor" dof Righteouſneſs,Temperance,& Fudg- 

- ment to'come,Felixtrembled : The dilcour- = _ 
ſing'6f- thoſe Vertues that were direQly y;qinem Jos 
contrary to his habitual Enormities,- rift regium ſervili 

- | -up his Conſtience tothe quick and truck T&rmocxer 

| *into © conſternation. that lofty! Binney. rib. 5, Hiſt. 

| | «From hence it is 'that many-'decline a 

- | -ſharptand ſearching Miniſtry; which is 

| | always: the 'Token' of a - guilty | Heart. ; 

| | "The Word ſhining-upon the Conſcience T2 auraerie 

| | -Clike'the refletion of "the. Sum wpaiithe Cure 

: | Waters that made "them appearlike 

; | -Blo6dJ)i-makes-.Sins'to in groan wer 
 Crimfow iGujlt;-tttir bloody: Aggravati- 

11 Ons. 
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of; that: $1n is. apſwerable rozits Guilt; 
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fs ory DINE "a wht, 
tbeft bus: 0 reproved. :: When 
« powerful Preacher, as a {econd. Conſci- 
gnce;. a5:if he knew-the Hearts. and 
Ways of Men, ſets their” Sins. 4n Orger 
before their Eyes, aad cloſely. applies the 
'Threataings of Dyvine... Vengeance «to 
them, :Conſcience-ofteni-joins with him, 
and asa faithful Eccho repeats the terrible 
Truths to-:their conviQuan and-anxiety. : 

In times of Aﬀfiiction, whey our -Sins 
find ww out; 'we uſually find out our Sins. 


In full Proſperity Men are ſtrangers at ' 


Home, and rarely logk inward ;. they 
will not endure the Inquiſition and. Judi- 
catuire- of Conſcience,;: Wealth. and 
WickedneGs hardeacbermagaintithemoſlt 
ſerious Counſel, the moſt ſolemn Re- 
proofs and ardent; Exhortations :- they 
are. blind to the Sun, and deaf ro.Thun- 
der;i:but ;a ſharp AMiction clears the 
Eyes; ublocks the Ears; opens the Heart, 
and-pricks the tender;,Vein. | The, awa- 
ken'd Penitent will make an exaR fearch 
to-findrout the 4ober, the troubler of the 


TOE Souk;-and the-{pecial Siri\is {o ini-the;10- 


terpretatian of the vigilant arid aflited 
Cranſcience. : The bitter- remembrance 


the 
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of  Uprightneſs. 
'more it Was i d, the more the 


aw of God was delſpis'd, the 'more it 
und 42 Spirit-: wha the Pleaſure is 


_— but the and 
eph's Brethren, oy wn 
treacherous 


adage and Miſery; 
in: their Fears Conſcience wand 4 


with aggravations of their unnatural 
Cruelty : And they ſaid one to another, 
We are verily guilty conterging' our Bre- 
ther, is that we ſaw the anguiſh of his Soul, 
whew he beſought us and we would wot hear 


| therefore i this diftreſs come 


: Laſtly, Conſider the feveral ki kindsof 
Sios- to-find out your own : ſame arc of 
Qmzſhon, ſome of Commiſſion; ifome 
are Spiritual and Inward ; ſome are Car- 
pal, and ated with: Noiſe and Notice ; 
fomediſtintly flow from viſible Cauſes; 
ſome. ſpring from an unſuſpefiedFoun- 
tain; There are many of a doit cons 

05'd Converſation, who are:careteſs of 

ritoal Duries,: of holy 'Conumunion 
with Godby raiſed folemn:/ 
andbrdent- deſires, -of watchfaliefs'over 
that -Hearts,. toregulate their Aims and 
Aﬀetions by the-pure Law;-gnd art'in- 


FTafible of their Negle& and: Guite. 


The' -unrenewed _ basa Rrong re- 
luctance 
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luQtance TRI {pi rirual Ditties.'”'Mariy 
are:righteous to. Aida, and: untighreous 
towards God ; they do nat /pay thoſe Du- 

ties that are indipenſibly "lewd from 
teaſonable-Creatures tot bleſſed'C Crea- 
tor :- the higheſt: Love for his:Perfeftions 
and Benefits, an :obediefit' reſpect'to: his 
Commands in their Aaions, ed 
ſubmuſſion ' to his Will-and Wiſdom? an 
entire:.truſt. in his\ fathetly Providence, 
and zeal for his Glory: Main rob: him 
of that Time-that-1s« conſecrated to-his 
Service: the: Lord's. Day,” (though tis 
our as: walks: Duty to'keep it 
Holy ):\when *he-Publick Worſkips at 
anrendjias if the remainder were- un” 
= they. wreichedly waſte id'cort. 
plemental:;Viſies,::1n-Tivil Matters, in 
[we impertinent: to the-iſolemn 
Work oE!it. Many whoare diligentto 
-proyidefor:their Families, -yet are as bad 
2x lofidels in negleQting'to inſtru their 
Childrenand Servants in the favidg Do- 

&rins:oficthe Goſpely tocommand them 
to: beraftumſpect intheir Ways, ro:fet 
before:thema: living, - Pattern':of 1 Holi: 
neſs, and cartlef] y fake their-Precivis 


\ Souls to: periſh | {hips 'How':mirty 


whO atecence ghalbf of >bpetr- rebellious 
Uns..284inft the Li þyerncglet the 


92:17} great 
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of Upnightneſsc 


RN! aifmns Duty of the 
un teigned, entire:;C 
Chris as their Prince and Savigur.. 


{np apon their ora! Vertues,; 
the, ſafety and goodneſs, of ; their 
ondition : they . never had a tfling: 
ſen e.. of their want. of the impured 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to reconcile 
them to.God, nor of the Holy Spirit to 
make them partakers of. the Divine Na- 
ture ; as if only the Prophane,, 'Ribrous, 
notorious Sinners, had need of {his-mdft 


Proc then , Merits and. Mediatiog2tg: abo-; 


elr Guilr,ang- ſave them from Hell, 


a the Holy Spirit. to. fanQtify. them. 
rom. hence it is that, many civil Perſons 
aig, in.an unrenewed-State,:and / are: 
en ural Subjedts of Satan, anddie in 
th ity e $i Some are regular 18.4-courſe 
of Religious Duties, they pray, hearthe 
Word, . receive.the Sacrament, but-with- 
Qut..t chal Holy AﬀeCtions. that .are the 
Life 0 Religious Duties, . yet; Jontent 
themſelves with the external bodily Ser- 
yice, .which' is nexther pleaſing to } God 
7 profitable to, their Souls. '- Some, che- 
a ſecret Pride that they are.;ndt; ſo 

Har thers; ſomg ayainipreſumption 
2 Diyine among jo ng 
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others, when tliey oeglet ſubſtantial 
Religion that recommends elf d +a 
cious'Bye, Some will ſeverely tefle& 
upott" the viſible  $1ns of others,” whilſt 
there is-an unperceiv'd mſnes, The 


the ſpiritual Life in' themſelves: ** This 
may ben to proceed from the hatred'bf 
Sin, _ = real w——_—_ Motive'is i 
quier 'Conlcjence an appearance « 

Z&al againſt Sin, 6 red it inobſer- 
vant Of their inward -voluntary DefeQts. 
The moſt excellent Things may be coun- 
rerfeir, Satan may transform himſelf 1n- 
toan Angel of Light; finful AﬀeQtions 
may be varniſh'd and gilded, fo as tobe 


the Heart iz an everlaſting Deceive 
without ''a perpetual 'watchfalneſs,' we 
are in-danger of cloſe Torcuptions that 
will blaſt our Sincerify. * To 'firtd” but 
our Sin, tis requiſite +0 ſearch where we 
may think there is little reaſon roexpett 
the finding it. Or -213t' II FROSO 201 


'B. LI will now corifider what the -pre« 
rey bimſelf from' his peculiat Sin 
imp 117 gr 1 | 

 'x.\ An abſtaining from the praftice of 

that Sin. ' When Dovid had an opportu- 
nity t6deftroy Sal; His atitfithbeSts ie 
X ig umpla- 


L JAAL 


miſtaken for Divine Graces. Briefly, | 
[and 
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of Oppighruſs. | 


implacable HoeinNg 2d ſecure Himoſelf, 
kr t by Abiſhe;, who would 
have" diſpateh'd" him at a Blow, "yet he 
rejeced Fthe Temptation with abhor- 
refice ; The Eord- forbid that I ſhowld 1 San 26.11: 


ftretth forth jy Hand againſt the Lord's 


Hnointed ; hes he preſerv'd: his Inno- 
cence and Inte teger y.- 

_ Our Saviour tells us, He that tormmircy4 Join 8. 
Sin, i 4 Servay "of Sin - an indu = 
courſe of Jin ' detiothinates a ' Per 
Slave'bf Sin, anda'Rebel apaitiſt God, 
atid is utrerly incotrfiftent with Sinceri- 
?Tistrue, ih upright Man inay fall 
- ſiddain  fupreprion by ar infinuating 
Infirmi FSin, fro which he 


- ha$iſetled averſation afd $ himfelf 


i +he genctal {'Coiithe of his Life: and 


| => A@'dr Sin js a blemiſh of his 


#riry, but retraQed by a ſpeedy Re- 
ng does not denio ie him a 
rite. One may be pale from an 

ae ſiirprize by fear, or red , 
Þh a farttain fluſh of Blood from 


Anger, yer bs be-ſo by Complexion! ; 


for tlie Complextons, Pale and Sanguine, 
oy gs by un Pencil of Nor, the 
Ve ara the ominant 
Hathouty, and are uſually viſihſe in the 

Cougttnante. * 
ut 
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"The ſure: Trial 


-'B although anu SOON x 
himſelf from. the ga 5 Sins, - --þ 
29 again onſcience, 


_ ſupernatural Gor W& 
does vot- finally expire, and ; actors 
ons are as/ importunate; as ;Flys about. us, 
hag whom the Temoprery as his 1 

t tis morally to. be. abſo- 


lately aoeted pe gre. Vprighrneh 


requires; that we carefully conſi- 
der our weak ſide, what, Paſſions-we ; are 
moſt JockRee to Sur Temper, 0 
ſo diligeggly- fortify ur Gives: tank 


thetn, -that the NC 
guer ys 4, and EDEN canoe 4 


deavours _ Py. whi 
are molt. (Hint hes Ef FRE ED 
us, Cpaljancy is inſepas 


cerity...; If we nate Publ ing ing 


our Souls uls for unavoidab 


* earneſt, ſeeking ifor the Devi, ICY. 


and Grace, and a careful Ne hi 
from. Vp: 
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Hands ye Sinners, purify your Hearts ye 7aw« 4-8: 

aouble-minded. The Will is the proper - 
Principle of Sin, and from the deprava- 

tion of the free Faculty aQtual Sins pro- 

ceed. As the Love of the Subje& is the 

Strength of the Prince, ſo' the Love of 

any Sin preſerves its Dominion. There 

may be a concurrence of Circumſtances 

to hinder the aQtual commiſſion of Sin; 

of which the Heart is guilty. An un- 

clean Perſon, when ſeparated from -the 

Objett of his impure. Deſires, may lan- 

guiſh in his Luſts, and by contemplative 

commiſſion be guilty before God, A 

malicious, Perſon may keep-the Fire of 

Malice in his Breaſt, without the leaſt 

diſcovery by 'a Spark or- Smoak. in his 

Words or Actions, waiting for - an op» 

portunity that he may take his full Re+ 

venge, and is a Murderer in his Wiſhes. | 

The rapacious defire of anothets Goods Latro eſt e- 

without aftual Robbery, induces the {ene 

Guilt of Theſt. The! - —— ” _ mus : feci po 

vincible Bar between the ſinful AﬀeCQti- 2m quiſquis 

on and the Obje&t. fair, Sunice 
Sickneſs or Age may ſo waſte the vis | 

pour of the Body, that we cannot per- 

form the groſs Ads of Sin : But this Ab= 

ſtinence has-no moral Value; for it onl 

proceeds from the - or the In» 


ſtrumental 
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- Krumental Facuſties If one in a'Con- 
. ſumption leaves his Revelling and Licen- 
tiouſneſs, *tis no fign of Divine Grace, 
but of waſted Nature. As in a dick 
Perſon the _—_— fails, the Soul abhors 
azinty Meat ; but if he recovers, his Ap- 
ite revives, and is more craving for his 
Abſtinence: Thus many who could not 
enjoy their pleaſant Lufts in the time of 
Diſeaſes, Co to Sreogth, 
their vicious Attections are reincited by 
new Temptations, and with greater ex- 
ceſs a& over their old Sins, as if they 
would pay Intereſt for their 4fnpatient 
forbearance.. An old Sifner ay retain 
and'cheriſh-the Fire of Luſt ro is Hearr, 
when Age has fnow'd vu his Head : 
As in Mount Ana the fulphurious Fire 
and Snow are near together. But as the 
Philoſopher obſerves, If a young Eye 
were -put into an old Man's Head, the 
would ſee as clearly as ever. So if natu- 
ral ſtrength were reftor'd in an uncon» 
verted Sinner, he would be as ardent 
and ative in proſecuting his carnal De- 

fires as before. | 
Terrors of Conſcience may ſtop the 
current of Mens Luſts : Fear: has Tor» 
ment, andiis4nconſiftent with the Plea- 
ſures of Sin : the fear of viſible Ven- 
| geance, 


3. x-1----3 EET 
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of © Uprightneſs. 67 

geance, that ſometimes ſtrikes the 
Wicked, or the apprehenſion of Judg- 
ment to come, may controul the licen- 
tious Appetires from breaking forth into 
atual commiſſion of Sins. But as when 
the Lions ſpared Danzel, it was not from 
the change of their wild devouring Na- 
ture, for they deſtroyed his Accuſers im- 
mediately, but from the ſuſpending their 
hurtful Power : ſo when a ftrong fear 
lays a reſtraint upon the ative Powers, 
et inward Luſt is the ſame, and would 

icentiouſly commit Sin, were the Re- Amari licer, 

ſtraiat taken away. —__ 
The keeping ones {elf from Sin, that 
is the ſign of Uprightneſls proceeds 
from the mortification of the Fleſh, 
with the Aﬀetions and Luſts thereof. The 
, | Apoſtle tells us, Carnal Circumciſion, 

> | without the Circumciſion of the Heart, 


was of no avail to obtain the Favour 

» | God: So the outward forbearance of Sin 
t | without inward Purity, can never com- 
. | mend us to the Divine Acceptance. A 
Rebel may be driven from the Frontiers, 
e | butſo long as he keeps the Royal City, 
-»> | he is unſubdued : So if a Luſt keeps poſ- 
i» | ſffion of the Heart, tho the executive 
1. | Powers may be retained or diſabled from 
e. | the outward AQs, it ſtill reigns. 
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| ſearch me,ang try me, and ſee whether there 
be any way of Wickedneſs in me : they arc 
not conſcious of any indulged courſe of 


3. I ſhall now prove that the keeping 
a Man's Self from his ſpecial Sin, is an 
undeceiving evidence of Sincerity. 


;__ I. God approves it: I was upright be- 
fore him. God has not Eyes of Fleſb, he 
doth not ſee as Man ſees, The deepeſt 
Breaſt is as clear as Chriſtal in his ſight. 
He weighs the Spirits of Men, and exaQly 
knows what is true Gold, and what is 
counterfeit. He is the Searcher and 
Judg of our Hearts, and his approbation 
15 the ſtrongeſt Seal of our Uprightneſs. 
As God ſaid. to Abraham, Now I 'know 
thou feareſt me, in \that thou haſt not 
withheld thy Son, thine only Son from me. 


So 1t we Sacrifice at his Command, the | 
Sin that 1s; as dear to us as Jſaac was to 


his Father, the Sin of our Love and De- 
light, the Sin. that 1s ours -by . Choice 
and Cuſtom, then we fhall hear the 


bleſſed Teſtimony from Heaven, that 


we love God in ſincerity ; he ; will own 
us as his Friends. Sincere Chriſtians 
can appeal to-God in the Pfalmiſt's Lan- 
guage, and with his AteQtions ;. Lord, 


Sin, 


The ſure Trial | 
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of - Uprightneſs. 605 4 
| Sin, whnch would make them fearful of 
\ | His pureand piercing Eye. 

2, It will appear that the keeping our 
ſelves from our peculiar Sins, is an infal- 
lible proof of Uprightneſs, by conſider- 
ing 1n what it conſiſts. In Scripture 
" | Uprightneſs is equivalent to Perfection 
tf] and Integrity, and oppoſite to Guilt. 


. 1. *Tis equivalent to Perfe&ion; Mark pſa. 37. 37: 
Y | the perfett Man, and behold the Upright.; 

* | for the End of that Man i Peace. The 

d | abſolute perfe&tion of Holineſs is not at- 

nf rainable upon Earth; none are refin'd to 

* | a height of Purity withour Mixtures ang 

” Allays: But according to the mitigatio 

| of the Goſpel, the Saints, whoſe 'Aims, , 
c. | Deſires, and Endeavours are to obtain 

} Perfection, are accepted in the Bleſfed 
Oh Mediator as perfea. Now the indul- 

©} gence of any darling Sin, is utterly in- 

Co conſiſtent with Perte&tion in the mild 
el ſenſe of the Goſpel, and conſequently 
at wich Uprightneſs. This will. be more 
vn evident, by conſidering, that Upright- 
nm] neſs is equivalent with Integrity. The 
« Plalmiſt prays, Let Integrity and Upright- 

'd, 


weſs preſerve me. Integrity implies an 
ere) uniform equal reſpe& ro-all the' Divine 
Commands. 'When ' Conſcience of our 
of Duty to God; and the reyereiice of ti 
F 3 Autho- 


70 The ſure Tridl 


Authority ſhining in his Law, inclines 
us to obey all his Will, we are upright. 
Partial Obedience that divides the Pre- 
cepts, and. complies with thoſe that are 
agreeing with our Carnal AfﬀeCtions and 
Intereſt, and neglects the reſt, 1s as un- 
conſiſtent with Sincerity as Death and 
Life. As the: Soul inthe natural-Man 
is 4a vital Principle from whence all 
the Attions of Life and Senſe proceed ; 
ſo renewing Grace is a Principle of Uni- 
: clus Obedience. Herod, 0", oy 
things gladly, upon the preaching of John 
the Baprip . bs he —_ not part with 
Ecrod;as, his charming Luſt ſtill had 
. dominion in his Heart, + The young 
" Man obſerved other Commands of 'the 
Law, but when our Saviour tried his 
Integrity, by commanding him zo ſell 
all, and to give it to the Poor, and he ſhould 
have Treaſure in Heaven ; "tis laid, be 
went away ſorrowful : Coyetouſneſs was 
his boſom-$in, and blaſted the ſincerity 
of his Obedience, 

Uprightnelſs is oppoſite to Guile. Our 
Saviour gives this Teſtimony of Nath» 
acl, Behold an 1ſraclite indeed, in whom 
there +s no guile.; a genuine Son of I/- 
ral, whoſe CharaQer was Sincerity, 
Guile implies a reſerved Atfeftion for a 

| - particular 
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particular Sin, under a pretence of reli- 
gious gbſervipg the. Pivine Law. The 
Scripture ſets forth by Conjugal Love, 
the deareſt reſemblance of the Mutual 
Love between Chriſt and his Church. 
If a Wife ſhould take another beſides 
her Husband into her Embraces, ſhe is 
an Adultereſs, falſe to. her Husband ; 

and all her amiable atrrattive fociet 
with him, is but the fine Hypocriſy 
and pretence of Love. "Thus when on 
boſom-Sin is retain'd, the Heart 1s falſe 

to God, notwithſtanding the mo 
___ Devotion : the indulgent pra- 
ice of one Sin 1mpeaches our Inte- 
grity. | 
To this | ſhall add ſeleft Examples of 
Uprightnels recorded in Scripture. *Tis 
ſaid of Noah, he was 4 juſt Man, and per- 
fee in bis Generations : for when the whole 
World lay in wickedneſs, he preſerv'd bim- 
ſelf unſpotted from their Pollutions : 
this was a noble Teſtimony of his Up- 
rightneſs in the eſteem of Gad. Joe þ 
repelld the impure Sollicitations of his 
Miſtreſs with indignation 3 How ſbaf 1 
do this great Wickedneſs, aud ſin againſt 
God? David when old, and his Blood 
and Spirits fo frozen, that no Cloaths 
could warm him,that a fair young Virgia 
F 4 lying 
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lying in his Boſom was not blemiſh'd by 
him, was not from Diving Grage, but 
waſted Nature : But that Joſeph in the 
vigour of his Age, the ſinning Seaſon, 
kept himſelf 'undefiled, was the ſure 
ſymptom of Sincerity. Fob has this Te- 
ſtimony from God, that he was 4 perfett 
wpricht Man : and 1n the depth of his 
Affliction, he tells his ſuſpicious Friends, 


Jeb 31.4952 THT die, I will not remove my Integrity 


6,7- from me: my Heart ſhall not reproach me 


{o long & IT live ; that is, of reigning 
ypocriſy of which they had accuſed 
him. His Uprightneſs he proves by an 
InduQion : He preſerv'd himſelf from 
- the Sin of his Age: In his Youth, when 
ſenſual Luſts are impetuous, he made 2 
Covenant with his Eyes not to look upon 4 
Maid : and for this Reaſon, becauſe he 
was under the inſpet#ion and obſervance of 
God. He kept himſelf from the Sins of 
his Calling: he was a Magiſtrate, and 
in the exerciſe of his Office, his Foot ne- 
wer haſted to deceit, and no Blot cleav'd to 
\his Hand : Upon this he appeals ro the 
Anlightned Tribunal Above,” Let me be 
weighed in the Ballance, that God -m, 

know my Integrity. He kept himſelf 


'from the Sins of his Condition; for: tho 
'bigh in Dignity, yet ſo. humble, that he 


deſpiſed 


_ i ure Trial 
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deſpiſed not the Cauſe of his Man-Servant 
or Maid-Servant thap. contended with him : 
tho in full Proſperity, yet ſo. compaſſio- 
nate, that as a Father he fed the Poor, 
and clothed the Naked. He was ſo ſen- 
ſible of his dependent mutable State here, 
that Gold was not his Hope, nor the fine 
Gold his Confidence : and 10: Heavenly 
and Spiritual in his Mind and AfﬀeQtions, 
that he did not rejoice becauſe his Wealth 
was great, and becauſe his Hand had gatten 
much. This Reflection upon the 'Tem- 
per of his Heart, and his Deportment-in 
his proſperous State, was the main afſu 

rance of his Integrity. i; 


The APPLICATION. 


I. Let us be excited to make a Judg- 
ment - of our ſelves by this Rule. "The 
true Deciſion of our Spiritual State, re- 
ſults from the Teſtimony of Conſcience 
concerning our Uprightneſs or Infinceri- 
ty: 1f our Hearts condemn ts not of predo- 
nunant Hypocriſy, ſome indulged habi- 
tual Sin, then have we Confidence towards 
God," that we are accepted of him. If 
Conſcience be inlightned and faithful in 
the Trial, a Man cannot deliberately 
deceive himſelf; he muſt know __ | 

ener 


ther his Reſolutions and Endeavouss be | 
to obey al the Will of God; or, whether, 
like -an intermitting Pulſe, that fome- 
times beats regularly and then faulters, 
he is zealous in ſorme Duties, and cold or 
careleſs in others? Sazl! would offer Sa- 
erifice, but not obey the. Divine 'Com- 
mand to deſtroy all the 4malckites : for 
his Partiality and Hypacriſy he was re- 
jeted of God. But *'tis the Charafter 
of Dguid, he was a Man after God's own 
Heart, 'in that he did all bis Will. *Tis 
not the Authority of the Lawgiver, but 
ether Motives that ſway thoſe who ob- 
ſerve ſome Commands and are reſpe&t- 
leſs of others. A Servant that readily 
goes to a Pair ora Feaſt when ſent by his 
Maſter, and neglects other Duties, does 
Not his Maſter's Command from Ohedi- 
ence, but his own Choice. Sincere Q- 
Þedience is to the Royalty of the Divine 
Law, and is commenſurate to its Purity 
and Extent. 

- There are two Requiſites to make a 
certain Sign of a thing: 1. If the Sign 
be-.never without the Thing ſignified. 
2. If the Thing be never without the 
Sign. The Regdneſs of the Sky is but a 
Contingent Sign of fair Weather, be- 
cawe the appearance of it in the Mor- |. + 
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ning is often followed with: Storms and 


Rain ; and ſometimes a fair day'is with- . 
out that viſible' Sign. But ——_ W. 


an infallible ſign of the Sun's being riſen: 


| for its aſcending in the Horizorralways 


cauſes day, and without the preſence of 
the Sun, all inferiour Lights can never 
cauſe ' Day. 'Thus the abſtaining from 


" the beloved Luſt 'is'a ſure ſign of Up- 


rightneſs : For *ris inconſiſterit with Hy- 
pocriſy, and the inſeparable Effet of 
Sincerity. "Tis inconliftent -with Hy- 
pocriſy : till Divine Grace cleanſes 'the 
Heart, alters the "Tafte- of our Appe- 
tites, and purifies our AﬀeQtions, we 
ſhall never dereft and forſake our own 
Sins that are fleſh'd in our Natures. * 

"Tis true, there may be an abſtaining 
from ſome Sins, when the Heart is not 
ſincere towards God : for ſome particu- 
lar 'Sins are oppoſite to the' reſpeRtive 
Tempersof Men,and the Averſenefs from 
them is not the Effe& of Supernatural 
Grace, but of natural Conftitution. ' As 
that Meat that is delicious to ane Palate, 
to another 1s diftafteful ; ſo-the Sins that 
have a Temperamental Reliſh ro ſome, 
are diſagreeing to others. 

Tis obſerv'd of thoſe who m— 
with a_Taraxtuls, the ſieeteſt _— 
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does. not move them till thoſe Notes 
are ftryck-/ that are harmonious with 
their, Diſtemper, and then delightful- 
ly tranſported, they fall a dancing till 
their; Strength is' ſpent. Thus Temp- 
tations! are-. prevalent according to the 
Complexional Lufts of Human Nature. 
But; when there is .no Harmony: 'and 
Agreement: between [the Obje&s with- 
out and the Aﬀetions:; within, the 
Temprter loſes his :defign. Avoluptu- 
ous, Brute, - whoſe Heart. is always {mo- 
thering, or flaming with impure De- 
fires,” may, have no. Inclination to: Co- 
vetoulneſs: a'.covetous Wretch, whoſe 
Soul cleaves to the Earth, may feel no 
Temptation at the ſight of an exquiſite 
Beauty, .',Some are made Captives by 
one Paſſion' and ſome by another. In 
the; myſterious Fable, Perſeus who en- 
counter'd; the; Terrors of Meduſa, "was 
eaſily oyercome by the Beauty of Amndro- 
made n__ ons over Fear is 
often corru y Pleafure. 

Befides,, ſome Luſts are of a 'repug- 
nant Nature. 'This-difference is obſer- 
vable between Errors and Truth, | Vices 
and Vertues. Errors are inconſiſtent and 
irreconcileable, and at War among them- 
ſclyes: but Truth has ah univerſal o- 
220 ent 
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ſent and mutual Dependance ih all its 
parts: there 15-no .Contrariety 'between 
natural and ſupernatural Verities: Vices 
are ſometimes ſo contrary in: their Ends 
and- Exerciſe, that they fall foul upon 
-one anather, that none can beſo univer- 
fally:wicked, as to commit all:Sins, but 
| .if he be additted to: one muſt; forſake 
; the other, But.there is a. Connexion 
between the Graces of the Holy Spirit; 
, tho different in-thezr ObjeQs and i Na- 
tures, yet they have.the ſame Tendency, 
the Glory of God and our own Salyati- 
on, and are united in the Subje&. There 
> | is: but one way to Heaven, as there can 
) | -be but one ftraight way to a! place: but 
there are innumerable Deviations: from 
it, as many crooked ways to Hell as there 
.are ſinful Luſts that bring Men thither. 
The Prophet tells us, All we like Sheep 
; have gone aſtray, every one in his own way. 
There are many By-paths that lead to 

DeſtruAion. +, + 
+ We muſt alſo obſerve to- prevent Mil- 
takes, there may be a forſaking of a 
particular Sin that has been: delightful 
. and[predominant, without Sincerity : to- 
| . wards God : for another Luſt may have 
| . got poſſeſſion of the Heart and take the 
Throne. There is an alternate Succeſh- 
on 
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- 6n'of Appetites: in-the corrupt Nature, 
according to the Change of Mens Tem- 
; -or--Inreteſts'' in 'the World, As 
s:fown in/tharc” order in a Gatden, 
that ?tis: always full of -the Fruits in 
Seaſon : fo original Sin that is ſown'in 
our Nature, is produQive of divers Lults, 
fome in' the Spring, others in the Sum- 
mer of our Age, fome-in' the Autumn, 
others in the Winter. Senſual Lufts 
flouriſh in Youth, but when mature A 
has cool'd- theſe Deſires, Worldly. Luſts 
ſucceed; In old Age there is no reliſh 
of Senſuality, but 'Covetouſneſs reigns 
imperiouſly. And as the Conditions-and 
/ Intereſts of Men alter, ſo their Aﬀecti- 
/ ons- change; they are'not conſtant to 
) their Boſom-Sins. Now: he that expels 
one Sin, and entertains another, conti- 
nues. in a. State of Sin; *tis but ex- 
changing of one Familiar for another; 
or to. borrow the Prophec's Exprefſion, 
"Tis 4s if one ſhould fly from # Lion 
and meet with a Beay, that will as certainly 
devour him. 
2. The: forſaking our reſpeftive Sin 
is the inſeparable Efte& of Uprightaeſs, 


Heart be divided 'betweea Obedience to 
the Divine Law, and Inclination to any 
: . Sin, 


It has been proved before, thar if the _ 


Sin, *tis falſe to God, Repenting Ephre» "BY 
3m faid, W hat have T fo do ages qu Hoſea 41. 
Iavls ? an Exprefſion of vehement de- 
teſtation : Idolatry had been the reign- 
ing Sin of that Tribe, and therefore the 
renouncing of Idols was a clear conyin- 
cing Sign of their ſound Converſion. It 
is 1mpofſible that fincere Love to. God, 
and the habitual allowance of a known 
Sin ſhould be in the ſame Heart, as for 
the Ark of God and the Idol of the 
Philiftins to be plac'd on the ſame Ab 
tar: Uprightnels is conſiſtent with Prail- 
ties, but not with choſen Lufts, As 
Loyalty to the Prince is conſifteat with 
{ome AQions contravening his Laws, 
that proceed from Ignorance or Surprize: 
Bute Loyalty is inconſiftent with Re- 
bellion that is open Treaſon, or with 
treaſonable Deſigns that are ſecret Re- 
bellion. So any Sin that Men preſump- 
tuouſly live in, or conſent to- in their 
Hearts, is abſolutely inconſiſtent with 
Uprightnels. 


_ 


2. Let us be excited to keep our {elves 
with all Diligence from our Iniquity. 
| This is the Maſterepiece of Martitoars 
__| on, the noble effeft of renewing Grace, 
- | and very difficul co the corrupt ous 
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To enforce' this Duty, T will propound 
© thoſe Motives and Means as are very 
conducing for our performance of jt.” 
The Motives are, : 
- 1. Habitual indulged Luſts are irre- 
conctleable with the ſtate of Grace ; 
they render the Sinner, till forſaken, -un- 
capable of God's pardoning Mercy here, 
and the heavenly Glory hereafter. "The 
Goſpel is a gracious A& of Oblivion for 
the reſtoring of Rebellious Sinners to the 
Favour of God : but; the Pardon is ob- 
tained upon Conditions that are -inde- 
ſpenſable. Mercy is aſſured to penitent 
Believers for all ht Sins of Ignorance, 
and thoſe Frailties that are the Cauſes of 
their daily Sorrow and Watchfulneſs, 
and for all preſumptuous Sins retra&ted 
by "> porn rk but the Saviour of the 
World excludes the impenitent and; un- 
reform'd from Mercy ; anleſs ye repent, 
9e ſhall all likewiſe periſh. Now when Re- 
pentance is ſound and folemn, the Spirit 
is deeply wounded for that Sin whereby 
God has been moſt diſhonoured, and his 
Law violated : The remembrance of it 0- 
| P- a full ftream of Tears, & excits a ho- 
y Hatred : and according to the degrees 
of Sorrow and Revenge, there will be 


caretopreſerve our ſelves from that Sin. 
py The 
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The Pfalmiſt fairh; Bleſſed is the Mes td 


' whom the Lord imputes no Iniquity, int 


whoſe Spirit there is no Guile ; implyibg; 
that one teſerved Luft which is a cettaiit 
4 0F of Deceit in the faireft Pro- 
teflors of Religion, is 4' Bar againſt the 
Pardon of our Sins. The Tenot of 'the 
unchangeable Covenant 'of Grace 3s, 

_ veg nf 7 a Hearts; and 

will be merciful to their Unrigbteou[nefs, 
and their Sins and Iniquities far ea bi 
ber no more : God promiſes tb reconcile 
their AﬀeQtions to his Cornmands. The 
Law: may. be written in the Mind atid 
Memory of an ugfanQtified Perſon, for 
the Ideas of the moſt repugnant things 
are conſiſtent in thoſe Faculties ; but the 
Heart is not capable'of contrary ObjeQts: 
the Love of, God's Law expels the pre- 
dominant Love of Sin. Now fince'the 
Promiſe of Pardon is in Comun@tion with 
inward SanCification, which implies an 
univerſal Averſion from! Sin, 'tis evi- 
dent that indulged habitual Lufts are not 
capable of Pardon : whatever quality the 
Sin be of, whether of Omiffion or Com. 


miſſion, the allowance makes it deftru- 


QAive to Smnets, . As from what Corner 
ſoever a blaſting Wind comes; whethe 

fron the Eaff or the Notth,” it deſtroys 
L ; G -. t 6 
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zh crifice-f or "the Ex- 
al tency..: Such out- 


of Chok, I wil nat Ay 
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With hiz-Bloed efiohs Rain froin 


Singers 5+but} Juſtice-wallirear the 
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The maſt tis orous Ponince awill'iner 
wo withour mortiſping-d the Aﬀeion 
wt $9 : the.molt {evere Diſcipline rothte 
Body, .16-butlike-a Monntebunck's:ap- 


Selling the Wound, thatgannot w_y 


| Reo os "penfig of the: Teabqy of 
Merits jv SSpitent PayMaſters, and 
mercenary Bills of Exchange to 
Righteauſnels from by 's ſo: wrefch- 
ed. and gran{parent aa '; thas were 
not the. Minds;'of Men prodigiouſly ftiz- 
piked, it14s umpoſſble they ſhould believe 
i will: avail them before. [the _ 
beat of: God. 11 

Let our (lr de.nover fa.fe 
and earneſt; they: are: of: 00. preval ity 
3ith {add whill the beloved Sin: is. rex 
13in'd., The Condition:of: our favoura» 
Þle' Aitdience ſet down by Solomon in 
Jus Diyanc Prayer at. the Dedication of 


the Temple ; 5; What Prayer or Su y Cert I Kings 8» 334 | 


Jaewer he mide by any Man, or by all the 
7 _> of 1Ifrael,” which (ul know _ 


"Is Ws Td 


"Mas the Plague of his own Heart, ani 


»a ſpread forth"bis hand to Heaven; then” 


hear thou in Heaven, and hearing forgive. 
If: they-ſhall-be ſenfible of rhe Boſom- 
S- 5 of its peſtilential Malignity, and 


ting Sorrow acknowledg'and 
falicſ, tey are prepared Obje&ts of 
faith, If Tregard Iniqui- 

in bo Heart, the Lord will nor w_ 
qi O08 ſees throu _— _ a 

es of Hypocrites,” an a bri 
gulks of Hypo into the Heart, if any infinu- 
ating Infirmity be cheriſh'd there, it will 
make him averſe'from our Perſons and 

Requeſts. Nd Trop 

Tis not, the performance of religionk 
and charitable Duties, chat will- pur- 
chaſe Indulgence'for a beloved Sin. The 
moſt coſtly Sacrifices, the 'moſt liberal 


Charities, are neither: pleaſing” to God 


nor profitable'to us wichoot an unfeigned 
renouncing of our' Sins. *"Tis'a carnal 
Shift that many: uſe to excuſe the Pra- 
Qice of a choſen Sin, by the doing ſome 
good 'things : many ftri& Obſervers of 
the Rituals of Religion, -are: difſolute 
Epicures: as if they my compenſate 
tor their voluntary De in one Duty 

by their care in x Froowns But if Con. 
Cnence be not fo far ſtupified that it can 


ne1- 


LIMI 


. That whoſoever ſhall keep the whole. 
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neither hear, nor ſee, wor ſpeak, tis im- 
poſſible but. the guilty. Degeiver muſt be 
terrified with the words-of St. James, 


offend in one poznt, he is guilty of all : The 
moſt ſtrict Obſervance of 'one Precept wil 
not excuſe Diſobedience to;another ; the 
voluntary continued Tranſgreſſion of any 
Command involves a Man-- under the 
Guilt of breaking the entire Law, the 
Divine Authority being \deſpiſed thats. 
makes it binding. I will -inſtane&1n 
one kind of Sins. Many -that have ins: , | 
creas'd their Eſtates by Craft and Cir , _ ...- ? 
cumvehtion, or by Violence and Ra»-cere quod * 
pine, will bequeath part to pious-uſes;;preceprum 
preſuming by a kind of Compolition:5 rinereres : 
with God to be diſcharged of their g tl alienas Mamo- | 
ty Gains. St. Auſtin obſerves thar: ſome." <t quis: 
1n his time thought it to.be Obedience!jnde alighd. | 
to , Command of our Saviour, Make maxime c 
your . ſelves Friends of the Mammon: of $0945 >» 
Unrighteouſneſs, that when. ye fail they.may nt Fo : 
receive Jou into everlaſting Habit ations. Mammona Ini- 
This is to defile and debalſe the/Name'of qo__ — ; 
_n Ri mnons uy Oey God, *tis to rigendus eſt | 
make . him . altogether e to CO © mr J 
Men, as if he would be brib'd to —_ c— 4 
nize, their Wickedneſs. And \in other. lem pingere 
cales, thus . monſtrouſly. 'Cannal Mergen: 4 
| G 3 bend yerb. Dom. 
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han. the. Rals oP Reftitade to the Ob-- 
Tquit ' of thaiDefires. They are wil- 
lip3t0. deceive: ſelves, and imagine: 
pony y Miniftersof 'a preciſer ſtrain 
go. terrify chem-with eternal Judgment 
© fox{0he retained Sin ; they © defire and 
are apt to believe: ſach a Merey, as will 
bring them toHeaven with tlieir Sins in 
their Boſoms/But the Apoſtle ores 
pra not — -God ts not mocked ; 
#& Man {ows, all-he reap. * | 
£ ; ok are 7h and dat Mercies 
. for the Uprighe'; but ſtrict and tertain 
| ce for-theWicked. 'Sincerity is {0 
amiable and 'plealing in God's Eyes, 
--thatthe- graciouſly paiſes by many Toft 
--2mivies upon that account. Et is ſaid of 
g mw s- that bu” Heart was perfett all bis 
_ 4. gy! and notwithſtanding ſome groſs 
*.; Banks, God'accepted him.” Bur when 
;- the. Heart is corrupted by''the love of 
_ +} peace -or profitable Sit}, it: ren- 
_ .. dersaPerſon With the moſt ſpecious Ser- 
vices odious in*God's fight;* In ſhort, 
_ indatged/known' Sins that Men habitu- 
ally commit in hopes of an-calie Abſoju- 


"tion;rare qiot” the of Gdd's' Chil-" 
dren"! *Tis 16 Yirettly contrary to'the' 
Divine Nati, to that holy . ;Npembgs 
Fear of > heavenly 'Facher- 

r2- 
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, 48 turn afide to their crooked Ways, the 


any Lifts fo = iptations; ob =» a! 
and. has been” ed, . ow | 
more fard'tb be © oy N97 292 | | 


reſultins' frotn it, 'tharwhly * Wicked | 
are capable'vf ſuch a diſpoſition. *-Pre- ; 
ſinnptuctis Sins are a cotitumelious abuſe 
of Divine Mercy, tid” &«afperate tht 
high and render artribute-to the confi 
ſion of Sinners-at theft.” Do good, O Pſah. 125. 44 
Lord, unto thoſe that be good, and fo them 
that are' upright in Heart.” A for ſuch 


Lord. ſhall lead them forth with the wor 
kers of Tniquity. ; | 

2, We may, by Divine Giace,f Fidije 
the ſtrongeſt Lhſts, that from ' our 'Na- 
ture and Temper, or from Cuſtom; and 
the Intereſts of the Carnal 'State have 
rule over us. The New Covenant TR 
Believers, that $1 {bull not have 
nion over them, becanſe they are not in 
the Law but under Grace. The Ew 
ſtritly forbids Gin, bur Ih 
ithes- with ſtrength ro 
true, inherent Cor 
ſted Men” of ſpirttt ek je 
they cannot” Ir inf elyes? row: 
Power and Int 


The'Apoftle ſpeaks'of ome, Whoſe 
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| an Sv 2 os in a ſtate 
of ave fo ity, and loy'd to be ſo: When 
Luft is imperious, and the Will ſervile, 
cannot wean themſelves from the 

| poiſon d Breafts, This diſability con- 
fiſts in the depraved obſtinacy * the 
WHl, that vates their Sin and Judg- 
ment. Yet fo foaliſh are Sinners; as to 
ſe this Plea to make them excuſable for 
their habitual Luſts : Conſcience checks 
them, and ſome faint Deſires they have 
to avoid their Sins, but they Bru 
change their Natures, They os Li- 
centiouſneſs with the pretence of Ne- 
cellity : they complain of their Chains, 
$0 let looſe the Reins of their exorbitant 
Defires in a courſg of Sin. But natural 
Corruptian that involves us under Guilt, 
cannot make us innocent. *Tis true, if 
1n our original Conditiop, the humane 
abr had been np by Fate with an 
| 100 to Sin, we: could 
The if there be.no 
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 1y fo-far as by Imagination they are ca- 
ble of Inn, pur AT. ine, and 
y comang near to Reaſon, have, a little 
imitation of Liberty, they are rewarded 
or puniſhed. Bur Man in the condition 
wherein he was created, had perfe& free- 
dom, becoming the dignity of the reaſo- 
_ xy un aur enrich'd with 
the Graces of which Original Righ- 
teouſneſs was compounded : the Hat 
njous. Orders, and coherent. Diſpoſitions 
' of the Soul and Body qualified him for 
1 his Duty. Burt in the ſtate wherein his 
 yoluntary Sin has ſunk him, the Body is 
often diſtemper'd by the annoyance of 
the Mind, and the Soul pays an unnatu- 
ral and injurious Tribute to the yicious 
Appetites of the Body : And when Cor- 
ruption is heightned by Cuſtom, and the 
natural Propenſity inflam'd -by Tempta- 
tions, any Luft becomes more irreliſti- 
'I ble : So that without a new Nature in- 
{pir'd from Aboye, they cannot. reſcue 
themſelves from the Bondage of Sin. 
Now the moral Impotence in_ Men 
to: yanquiſh their Lufts, tho it will be 
no Apology at the Day of Judgment, yet 
it will diſcourage them from making 
reſiſtance : for who will attempt an-im- 
poſſibility ? Deſpair of Succels Tm 
the 
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noe ative Powers, ents the Netves of 

Erideavours, and blunrs the oy of | 
ndathy. "Tis related of the if 
KY 


rig? York upon the firſt i inc 
reingrt Harm clad in Armour hi their 
Tn; could not gierce, they fancied 
em'tb be the Ctffldren of the Sun, in- 
vulnerable and immortal. ' But an To- 
dian'carrying a Spaniard over a River, 
reſolved to try whether he were mortal, 
and, plung'd him under Water fo tang 
till he was drown'd. From that Expe- 
riment they took courage, 'and refolv'd 
jo kill bike. Enemies who were"capable 
and recover their dear Liberty 
wt, WE fooliſh a Conceit. Thus Men 
will Tanguiſh in 'a worſe - Seryitade, if 
they fiy the Lufts of the Fleſh,” their 
intimate Fra to be inſuperable. Fear 
CO the "Spirits, and difables from 
noble Enterpriles, which Hope perſuades 
and Courage executes. Now we have 


aſl Rh Es of Con nquergrs to RR hy 
"the 


irc; us: . How many pron ave pre- 
| = Aus ini{potted fromthe” Ze 
alluring Temprations? they were*not 

Statues, 


all were victorious 


of Opbmeſ,. 


Statues, Wibout ſenſible Faculties, but 
didered' them atcorting to the Rule of 
Life ; they were not withour i'\confli 
&f Carnal Paſſions,. but by the Holy Spi- 
rit fabdued them': and though ſome ob- 
tain'd'a clearer Marg Gm others, yet 

Divine" Grace, 
The Examples of fo ny Holy and 
Heavenly mp prove as RAR and 


convincingly, , On the ſtrongeſt. Luſts - 


may be ſu , as the walkin of Dio- 
genes demon rated there was progreſſive 
motion againft the Sophiſtical © Argu- 
ones of Zeno, T can do all things, ſaith 
te Ape Lerke- Chrift that ftren nga 
nt” Grace all r 
Ie eafh. Our viour ſpeaking: of he 
extream difficulty of -a Rich Marys Sal- 
vation; That 'tis as eafy for a Camel to 
4 through the Eye of a Needle, a Fin 
ny Man to exter into the King 1 
Heaven, preſently mitigates rg D 
culty ; what is \-mpoſible to Men, + 
ble to God. He, can fanQify a Rich 
Man, that his Humility ſhall be asow, 
35 his Eftare is rails; above others; that 
Mis Afition ſhalt be Heavenly'if thi af. 
flzence of 'the World ; that truſt in God 
Thall/be his deareſt Treaſure.” Divine 
Grace'ts a ſure Fountain of Afﬀiftance A 
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all that ſincerely feek it. *Tis. the. Pro- 
miſe of God, Ephraim ſball ſay, What 
have 1 to do any more with Idols? . The 
Tdols that charm'd their Imaginations, 
ſhould be rejeted with deep abhorrence. 
Our Saviour cur'd.the Paralitick Perſon 
that for 38 Years had been in a deſperate 
Caſe, incurable by natural Remedies: 
an Emblem of the Efficacy of Divine 
| Grace in curing the moſt inveterate Ha- 
bits of Sin, There are recorded ſome 
eminent Inſtances of the Power of 
Grace in changing the Nature of Men, 
Nicodemus came to our Saviour conceal'd, | 
at firſt by Night, as being aſham'd | 
. or afraid of Obſervation in the Day : 
But when he was born again. by the'nenovs- 
tiow of the Spirit, what an admirable 
change was wrought in him? with a | 
holy heat of AﬀeCtion. he defended our | ; 
Saviour when alive, in the preſence of |; 
the Phariſees, his unrighteous and impla- |. 
cable Enemies : he brought coſtly Prepa- 
rations for his Funeral when dead; And | 
theſe two glorious effefts of his Valour, 
are recorded hy St. John with this ad- 
dition, This:s that Nicodemus that came 


to. Feſws by Night. . No.- Paſſion is more | 4h 
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ungovernable. than Fear, yet: even;the 
Apoſtles - did not expreſs {uch DOCU 
an 
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>» | and fervency for the Honour of their 
Maſter. Another Inſtance is 'of the 
ylor that kept the Apoſtles Priſoners: 
was of a harſh cruel Temper, a qua- 
lity adherent to his Office ; but Grace ſo 
incenerated and ſoftned his Heart, that 
bi took them the ſame hour of the Night, © 
: | and waſbed their Stripgg, AQts 16. 33. 
e | A viſible and ſuddain effet of the Sp 
a- | rit of Love and Power, and of a found 
e | Mind.'''*Tis recorded of many -who 
of uſed" curious Arts, ' they brought their ma- ag: 
* | gicat Books, though counted worth ' fifty 
» | thouſani pieces of Silver, and burnt them : 
fo mightily grew the Word of God, and 
* | prevaiFd. How inſuperable ſoeyer Sin 
is to naked Nature, it may be ſubdued 
Hans St. John gives an honoura- 
ble Teſtimony of the Chriſtians to 
whom'he wrote :' My little Childres, ye 
are of God, and have overcome the evil 
One :' for the Spirit that is in you is grea- 
- than that which is - the World Ka 
Holy \Spirit' 1s not-on ater in him- 
a "wi; the Tempter, "4 fortifying 
weak Chriſtians 1s fuperior to the Evil 
Spirit, with'all his Train of Artillery, 
the manifold "Temptations which rhe 
he | World ' affords ini his War againſt our 
LY | Souls. © Satan takes advantage, not _y 
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from our Security, but, our Puſillanimi- | ! 


the. Devil; and he will flee. from 44. 
Re is obſeryed. of the Crocodile, - is 


{ 
& we are therefore commended -f0_+4- : 
X 

licable to. the great Enemy 'of our 2 

If 


egan con- Y me; He 1s terrible in his A Canes 
NR w- the faint-hearted, but flies. from 
gax contra ſe- f ole who are ' watchful ro relut. ns 


quenees. Flin. Temptations.” * ; 
tc 
Y 
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To excite Ehriſtians to make: Teeions | 
and hopeful Trials for the ſubduing; the 
<:.:1+:. ſtrongeſt Corruptiqns, I will £50 
Examples. of. the, yertuous.  Heathens, 
whor Senn d Ange | 
the re | aſtions againſt the |}! 
Empire.of the Mind. -Sortates.by..94- f 


turgs Temper,was Cholerick, yet he had | 
dw) te his Paſhons i 6 ba ng m 
6a 


» thatare |: 


of Fexſon, that, upon any, violent [5 
Proyocation, his Cayntenagce Was more 
placid-and calm, tus, Yoice INOEIEmPE- 


rate, .and his Words more. obliging; O 
Thas by 'wiſe Counſe. and Kaſs 
et c obtain a SEPE VR Tre 
| g's 
man; nt 1n RES who.w 
gio of exquilite Beauty rwas dei bal 
10, 


abſtained from $ouching -her; and.;re-|f* 
Ror'd þ4'\ 
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'd her:to che Prince to! whom ſhe Was 


j= | 230% 
i'd. How, do, ſuch "Ex: les of 
n BE Pagans, who in the'g apc 
6} Nature pull ſuch -Vertues, 
+ (4 aid Chriſtians, who Oo wr t0 
ir, or tiq tO Vine 
8 Re relation? Ie Pe praftice. of; Phi- 
| loſophy ey Jp themſelves from the 
- Dominion of. their Cargal Appetites, 
as $0 nat. Chriſtians by a ſupernatural 
we Al I obtain a clearer, Vi ory; over them ? 


Abc do Men pretend want of ſtrength 

vanquiſh they ftubboro Lifts ; Fa if 
ay fincerely ſeek for Divine 5 vg and 
- [&e faithful 10 the uſe of Means 
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d &edo om from the Power of Si io. 


w [hike the” Victory over other Sins 1 more 
ſy... Our Commiſſion againſt $in, .is 
wa (104 
| that of Saul againſt the.  Amalekites, 
Ws: o'deſtroy them all: if any one be ſpa- i 
' fred, it will Rage as faral to us as ihe 72q e>jjon 
Seo that dil] patch'd Sat, >, Jn 
7 to live 8 the while Ling- 
ge was "he thy utter Fn, N 11 
the - divers. Lufls that; war a- 
. ea Soul, {ome are the on 
ol ar give vigour t0 the reſt, that” 
re. (0 bem whea withdrawn, cally them when 


wal jy L ſeat- 
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us. "As ike Vab 


In uto Mithri- 
dare infinitos 


df pre en 


Mind, Þ rhe Paſſive FE-Ta | 


the Ss that was Io Peng: 
nti 
by ey hoo $a de- 


clice, and are eaſily mortified. 
The Tonpratonty Luſt 5 = war 


from whence man 

are fed, Kedirhp= ding [eres 
away the of, other vi- 
CiOuS Ag he *King of. Hrit 
commanded ag Captains not to ht a- 
at, but only againſt 
of 1 rect, ek after he' was 


gr K ry overt. 'n Angkor 


. 7 
a h&. 


ently. obtain'd. ' 'Let. us /dire&t” our 
the leadi Luſt, for all the 
ſervile Luſts muſt fall and die with it, 
Whet Mithridates.the; it of Pontw, a 
fierce i i'r acable Eneny Roman] 
d, their Joy we enter Þ Tl | 
dadreh and Feaſts, efteeming. That anſ 
Army « of Enemies were extin ail 1d inf 
(his Death, 

Befiges,, one Victory. inſpires Cou-| 
rage t0 atchieve another. When - Devil| 
was to Eticounter with Goliah, he deri-| 
Ved Confidence from” his Repetienceſ | 
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Lord that delivered Yor woof the Paw: "46 " 
7 ho Lamgnt out of 'the P aw of the Bear, 
| be willi deliver me out of (the: Hand of this 
'Þ- Phvlifbine., Thi vilible::Bxprefles of the 
Divine Power! in conquering; the former 
Enemies of the Church, were the ſupport 
of their. Faith Awake; avake,0 Arm af he. Tz. $1.91 
Lord,'and pct ont ſtrength; :art thou. wes. it 
that hath aut Rahab, aud wounded the Dra- 
. gon? Pharaoh aud the Egyptisn Army. lai 

eur Spiritual Warfare, experience of: the! 
ry Divine Aſfiftance is a Comflial that forti-: 
\ | -fies the: Spirits: ; If the; ſtrongeſt and: 
*#} fierceſt of/our Corcuptions lie bleeding 


0 T4 5-17 Ro | by 


'8 Bn 


| _ Expire, we not fear the, 
if} coſt The ow ls Gracenhae has ſubdued 
vj the pot yr Luft, will; make an. im- 
on of ience upon--other Afes, 


1 | Roos that ade leſs. powerful in us: | 
" 4 Conſider how dearly:our Sins coſt; 
"Þ one ;Savioltr, vw Sacred | to recons; 
cileus to God, and to; fer us free front: 
"T their Dominion: This s/4n an wh 
| purely Evangelical; and; moſt worthy 
the: Breaſt. 4 Chriſtian: | 74 

relids'd 2 Title to T , 
f ng of has: - 
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2 2 ae wa fuch nal to ob 'Our 
"—eunyon »0ur Swyjour"'to thes Croſs, 
an can we'emertair them 1roour Nearts 
with 'the- Critnfon:Guilr that cleivpe:to 
chem?! Canzwellipe' in'thepratvice/ of 
thets,' andcyueify (him afreſh'?> He" cane 
SO PCULAI\ ru \ Front all” Irviquity, \ Hd! parifly 
3 Ahhmſelf," a preuttar' Props zexloar of 
Works. own can; wwe defoar rhe 
Ead," and. di the-efficacy! of his 
Pveath/? EISEN We: fry" ooe ew 
Obligations? :To-eheri "ik 
Fer racious'and unkindfeturn | rot.” 


| his: bleeding iy Love, "who valued 
bx Souls ? nw af his: "moſd 10us 
Iife!” :Were?$6 noe vilible by —& Ehe-i 


ce,” tha many - are ſo 
wielled itt woultraiſe -ouy* tder own 
pofſibldy chat” any. *Chiiſtian to 
whomithe Tow: of the''Sorvof Godþ in 
for our Sins is revealed, ſhould: in- 
dulps himſelf 4rl any Sin, 18 we: did 
nepoy atdawith ſolemnity' add fe-- 
rertiembey che; Dearhiof | owr; 
Saviour, and HisiBleſſed Tntentiow:iniir;, 
ſkid findithav change in our-Neavey 
inrtgardiof' oft Sins, as dmmen did 'in 
his Aﬀe&ionsCto tis Sifter Tamer: His: 
| ifceſttous:Loveitoiher at firſb/was arſe 
cretFire ther confiun'd' him4* but after 
by. ' 


he 


it 1s 
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he' had diſhenour'd her, and polluted 
kimſclf, his Hatred of her way 


Ore ex 
cream” thin his:Love befote'? Fhus the 
Sins'vhat have been as nea?' torus as ore 
Bbſoms;' as. pleaſaar' as our corrapt In- 
glinations, as familiar and intimate 2s 
Cuſtom, - that; have deeply. defiPd our 
Souls; we-{hoald with ſtronger deteſta- 


bion- reject: them, rhan ever with de« 
light we committet then, 

\- The blefſed Reward of Upright: 
nels/is a powerful Motive to-excite'us to 
keepiour | his front our Sins. ' The Fir- 
mament is nor- fowed thicker with Stars, 
thaw: che Scripture with - precious __ 
miſes'tothe Upri They have a 
culiar Inrersft/n)the Love of God that 
is'the Fogtraws of Felicity i; 'The Prayer Prov. 15.10: 
of the Upright'is bis delight. ' He is moſt 

aciouſly/ ready! to Tapply alt their 

afits,  Krisfy their Deſires; allay their 
Sotrdws, -' overcome” theiy-'Fears. The 7/24. 
Lion ia Swi au. @4 Shield>'He will give 
Grace and Glory," and no' goot thing will 


| — oath * that walk aprightly. 


preheafive: owls of the Blef 
fog w_— Fw dn6E ernity. 

The highe(fHononr is'the Reward' of 
ſabduing our” rebeNious' Lufts.” He ;Þ4e Provis.3a. 
#' flow to: Anger, is better thanthe Mighty: 
| H 


2 and 


100 


þ ''» 
The'ſure;Trial 
- 9 


and he that oye his Spirit, than he.that 
taketh «City.; [The Quality: of the Ene- 
my makes the ViQtory more illuſtrious. 
Now the.rebellious Paſhons that war: a- 
gainſt the Soul, are Enemies infinitely 
more dangerous: than thoſe who deſtroy 
the Bodies .and-Eſtates of Mea. - [The 
Conqueſt of Armies and Cities is atchie- 
ved by Boldneſs and Streogth,that are.not 
the peculiar Excellencies:of - Man, for 


' the Horſeand the Lion are {uperior- to 


him- in thoſe reſpeQs : but-the-reducing 
the Effect of Divine Grace,»wherein, we 
reſemble, God. , How: many. of / the fa- 
mous Heroes, in the. World's account, 
were wore than wild Beaſts, Enemies 
to Humanity, -that- unnaturally and-bar- 
baroully ſpilt the Blood-.of;thouſands to 
purple ' their uſurp'd Royalty *| But: in 
{ubduing the. tyrannous Paſſions of- Luſt 
and Anger under the Soyereignty of .the 
renewed Mine, there is-the happy. union 
of Innocence and Vittory.'') |. wi 


his upruly AﬀeCtions into Holy Order, 1s 


o 


\. There are degrees in.theexaltation of 
the Saints, as the Paſſohs:their inward 
Enemies which they ſabdued, were more 
ſtubborn, and: hardly,'to'be- overcome. 


-;-.In. ſome there is ſuch a concord of Hu- 


.mours, ſuch a placid mild Temper, that 


; they 


—Y i ha aw. "Y Mp ſ > pu 
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HY PR 7 5, Ra- Y 
of Uprighmeſs. -1 OT 
they enjoy a'pacifick poſſeſion of them- = 
ſelves : But this is the Benefit of Na- Magis extra 


| ture, not of victorious Grace. Where I 1 
h there is littke Reſiſtance, there 15 no Ho- bus. Tacit.Lib. * 
' | *nour to overcome; where there 1s no 1. de Claudio, 
| "Matter of Triumph, there is no Glory 

> | imtriumphing, But when in the: natu- 

= | ral Temper thereare Secds of Incitation 

t | cofierce Anger and inordinate Luſt, and 

r | when thoſe Propenſiries are inflam'd by 

> | Temptations, if we ſubdue thoſe difor- 

Z | derly and violent Paſſions, *tis the moſt 

S | noble Effeft of Divine Grace.” ' On the 

e | contrary, the Sinner that” yields himſelf 

- | tothe ſway of the Carnal Appetites, 1s 

y | the Servant of Corruption:''is 'defil'd and 1 P#. 4- 

'S | -debag'd in {ach a manner;' that he' is 

f- | ſunk below the Beaſts that periſh : For 

0 | what is baſer'than Cortuptign, excepx 

n | the Sinner that obeys ie? (19/10 

{ The Peace and Joy that'ts the Reward 

Je | of Victory over our Sins, catmnot be un- 

rn | derſtood but by Experience; ''What a 

> | favour of Life is the Deathof reſpning 

of | Sin? What an Angelicat Comfort was 

rd | it to Foſeph and the bleſſed Mother of 

xc | Chriſt, when the Advice -was' brought . 

e. | from Heaven to thenv"in' Egypr.; 

u- | Arife, for they are dead 'thid fought the 

at | young Child's Life ? What "Conſole. 

cy \ H 3 tion 
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tion does. it afford, when the Holy Spi- 
rit witgelles; with our Spirits, that the 
Enemy in our Boloms, ay bythe 
Life of our Souls, is mortified by Repen 
- tance? The.Pfalmiſt tells ys, Li, 1 gp us 
{ owe for the  Rightzous, and Foy for the 


upright in Heart. Foe preſent ſenſe of 


$ Favour, and the fature Hope of 


Glory, ſheds abroad that bright fercnity 


na their Breaſts, that is-a refleQtion of 
| Lazy 

_ In our, Extremity, whea, a good and 

uict Conſcience will be more valuable 


than Crowns, and- SOXPrers, ang. {olid 


ore worth than the World, 


Jomfurs 
refouibn ing.. will the 10ward Teſti- 


| -cate be of-our Uprightneſs? When 


Hezekigh- was, ; under | the Sentence of 


Death, and - his Kingdom could afford 
him no Comfort, this allayed- his Sor- 


_ rows, Remember, O Lord, that I bave 


k'd before thee with aw upright Heart. 
hay Teſtimony:of Conſcience will calm 
ies, and expel the Terrors - of 

hae laft Enomy:;' this when we are” rea- 
dy to' bg, will;affure us - that oor. Re- 
deemer lives. » Thetwo ſubſtantial Joys, 


Chon Dixinel): the -one from: the re- 


2. 
—_— 


108., the -paſt Life, the other 


Io Shs proſper « $ Eterval' Life, cal 
the 
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my UV 


LMI 


ſon diſcovers Sin, and makes it unealy 
to Conſcience :but.a ſtrong Light arm'd 


of” Uprightaefs 


thebleſſed Reward of. 


dur'd ito them : The Upright ſhall dwell 


is thy preſence, where is fulneſs - 4 


axd” Rivers, of Pleaſure flow for +- 


+ 1 lerroMd nas 
ww 6, Conlider the wofal Effects of 10- 
dulging the Luſts, that by Pleaſure or 
Profit bribe: Men. to give conſent to theyr 
Commiſſion. The-naked Light of Rea- 


- 


with: Terrors, the Law of God, wish 
the Doom annex'd to the Precept againit 
rebellious Sinners, makes it fearful. 
The Command is,peremptory and .uni- 
verſal, with reſpect to all Temptations 
and Allurements to Sin, be they as dear 
and difficult to be parted with, as, the 
right Eye, or right Hand, the.moſt uſe- 


ful and precious Inſtruments of Life, 


yet they muſt with abhorrence be caſt 


. . iT, be lth... / . 
[20 
ke , 


fed Re f . Liprightne(G., In 
Lhort, the ſlum of F Py expreſly aſ- 


from us, or he whole Man will be caſt in- Ht: 5- 


to Hell Fire, ' mhere the Worm dies not, 


and the Fire. 3s not . oo This terri- ek 9. 


ble Threataing is fadly repeated by-our 
Saviour; three.times, to; make the more 


powerful:impreſſion.upon Sinners. 


The ,guilty accuſing, Conſcience be- 


gins-the everlaſting dell here. Our Sa- 


H 4 viour 


; O4 The" ſure T rial 
=  viour faith, That's Women when ſhe is 
in nl. back Fview piſs ho? li 
is come; but a ſoon as ſhe 1s delvvered, 
ſhe remembrerh no more the anguiſh, for joy 
"That  « Man is "born into the World: 
But a Sinner, after he hath brought forth 
his Sin with pleaſure; is ftruck with'hor. 
'ror at the monſtrous Birth. WhenCon- 
ſcience is ſtrongly awaken'd, it arraigns 
and condemns without partiality : the 
Sinner 1s the Execurioner of the Sentence 
upon , himſelf. The Torment 'of the 
Spirit is inviſible to others, and in that 
'theliker Hell, and unavoidable. *Tis as 
the cruel praftice of the Tyrant, related 
by the Poet, who faſten'd a dead Body 
and a Living together, that the putre- 
fation and ftench of the one,might cauſe 
a lingring death in the other : this is a 
little reſemblarice of the Effe&t of the 
guilty Conſcience charg'd with dead 
orks, and inſeparable from the Sinner. 
All the Pleaſures of the World cannot 
ſtopify the Senſe, or mitigate the Tor- 
ments of rhe wounded Spirit. © 
"In the approaches of Death, the Sins 
"Men have pegently committed, re- 
tura to the Memory, and the ghaſtly 
 Apparition ſtrikes them into conſterna- 
tion: the Thoughts are fearfully __ 
= Ke | err? 


. - 7" Fo» , 
FREE . 


"Ii \pff Upnightneſs. "LOH? I 
err'd from the ſick Body to thei gail 7 
Soul; from the ghee w iro of Ek 
'  Deathtothe ſeconththarimmediatelyat- 
tends'ir, In vain they defire torhve;-far 
Time is irrevocably paſt,' aid -the Seaſon 
of Mercy expit'd: '1n vain they defire to 
die intirely, and put an end totheit Miſe- 
ry, for Immortality is the inſeparable but 
fatal Privilege of their Nature. - If they 
look upward, revenging Juſtice is ready ro 
ſs a heavy Doom; 1f beneath, a fear- 
| Depth is ready to ſwallow 
Who can expreſs the 
Throws of the guilty Conicigucg;- 
diſmal ' Degrees of. the »+tormentzng Pal- 
ſions in 'the Wicked, under: the *ppre- 
henſions of Eternal:-Judgment 2: Yer: the 
moſt fearful Apprehenſions are not com- 
menſurate to rhe prepared Plagues by 
vindiQtive Juſtice for impenirent - Sin- 
ners. Who knows the: Power of God's 
Wrath ? The choſen Exprefhions-:1n 
Scripture to repreſent it, will be verified 
in higher degrees, -than can be: wiftich- 
ed from the moſt 'vehement and terrt- 
ble things in the:World: Fire is-fotor- 
menting to Senſe, that.ng Man canſen- 
 durethepoint of the Flame of-a-Candle 
_ _uponhisFleſh : Whothencan dwall with ae- 
_ vouring. Fire,and with everlaſting burning? 
bE- 
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1Daſies, the: OT are: not! only 
paſſive, but active :1n, their; wretched 
Scate-: there 25:2 Hell of Rancor and 
n within; and of Fire'and 
Brimftone without; them : What flariqus 
Reflections will they make uponthetr vo- 


tarj/ Madneſs, that-for the ſeemi _ 


ſurcsof: Sin that were but for: 
ſhould continue their Rebellion a A- 
gainft the Qmmipotent Deity, and/bring 
upon themſelves his fierce and unchange- 
able Diſpleaſurc.. This infinitely aggra- 
wvates their Mifery : ;after a Aullion of 
Years, the intire-Sum rematns that re- 
venging iJufbice will exaQt- for ever. 
The Rightcous'Judg will never fo far 
be reconciled as ftoannihilate them, Per- 
#ftion of Miſery! ::Defperate Sorrow ! 
A Life in Torments that never cacs, a 
Death that never ends. 

.\Now it is impoſſible for Men.-that 
have: :reafonable Minds to: chodſe the 
Pleafares of Sim, thatare like :Bubbles-on 
the Water that preſently break and va- 

_ when attended wath Mifery :that 
admits-no 'Eaſe:or End? © there: any 
a of rifon ,bdetween.: them :? 

th rhe Knowledp ge ery 
with. x purpsſe of $10, 
andthodelightfalFrafticect ut : Either 


the 
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Auchefficacious Vertuie i into 
-chat: will cftrain' them - 
.che habirual courſe 'of ' Siri -+ 'extin- 
- the: belief of - the Pu- 


tual Enemies. = the 


 rill\deprived\ of *thetn,: n 


of Uprihniſe. 


the belief of # will -wfufe>and 


DR es 


m”"Sin, or 


en 


- 1: FT is recorded: of Craſw, aehich pur- 


ſixd by the na Fer he 
MIFJ ' a "ſtraight "Paſſage between the 
Mountains with of Trees and 
ſet fire to them; and'thereby'ſecur'd his 
/Retreat': If Men" were '{d* wile” as to 


ſet the Fire of Hell between the Temp- 
tations of Sin and their” AﬀeAtons, it 


would be a ſure defence fronthei iri- 
ments p 
is hietle dearpdn Vc her 


cnn Sno = 
Men whilft they are in” &1 


the Saviour 'of the World 
yh revealed rn in ſd IT 
ons;asmay terfify even fecure' 
that only live'to'Senfe. Tote 

rs” 


at! the-bottow// 'ahd rende 


tertyble Truths' IneffeQual. Us Bags 
ſuch- & Riddte"in'the Tem 


ave not" ſenifible"of 'Di = 


Tu till they feet ITE 
rn er arte F 


wy M44" * bo - p 0 
CES . ) n 
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-muſt.: ;be.. comince of unſeen Rewards 
nſed jn_ the 
of N ature diſco- 


X rh rag of Conſcience either 'ap- 
proving or condemmang-our own ACti- 
ons,..and:making a ay» oooh upon"the 
. Action MBAs by Hs mats rs 
' Accor whuch all acknow t 
Men Ing ws live... This' Truth 1s; fo 
engraven. in: the Humane N ature, that 
even :ithe moſt wicked: Sinners, who en- 
deayour if it were poſſible to make. Can- 
ſcience ſo blind as not-to ſee, and 'ftupid 
as-not tQ feel, yet cannot totally exclude 
the Application of it. toithemlelves, and 
wall aeagledg the Obligation of it in 


6 wet reſpeQ to others. 
y Now ah wo God written in Mans 
wif infers: a Judgment up- 


pre 
 ment..;neludes a Puniſhment becoming 
the. Majeſty of the Lawgaver that- or: 
dains,, and. the extent.; Giof bis - Power 
that, executes it. - Divine | Revelation 
| opakp his 'Tryth.,much,; more: clear,and 
Luk e Apoſtle tells us ,-:Jf ye 
\ fer the 'Fleſb, we fide; n wall 
Gee wn J jſt, and-true, 


that 


Tanſgreſſors of :it, and the Judg- 


bes 4d; afelocs "= at vo 2 "T7 - ak T 
©> My” +1»: . by = 
ya” bY w_ F 
= - 
1 x y 
\ . \ ? 
ofe+ Uprightne/ 7 


that —_— binoers may cleape Pa- 
niſhment ? o 
But there are io obiſomotis Prinol/ 


ples infus'd into the Hearrs.of Men, that 


encourage thenr:in their Sins; norwich- 


Randing theic-Aflent'to the) Dottrine of 
a-furure Ju gment}/. >, 

11iSome / cannot <periwade themſelves; 
that. God willibe fo tric arid; ſevere; 
that for a ſingle forbidden Pleaſure, when 
they i reſpeit:other 'Commands!! of his 
Law; he will:;condema; them; for. ever. 
The. ſecret Pikogtion wry ors Ni 
greſſon: Wi ) provoke:their” Ju 
to.:extream- Wrath, hardens ny 2 
Gal courſe. -:But: St... James. declares; 

Hb. that offends in one Point th guilty of all: 


Ode known allowed Sion thata Man ha: -. 


bitually commits, \involves him in | the 
Guile of [Rebellion againſt the: Divine 
Authority [that made the Law:'i'It was 
obſerv'd before; Herod did ſomethings ac- 
cording to John's Divine Inftruttions; but 
he would not; part with Herodiag/and that 
one Sin denominated him wicked. .Mas 
'ny\are like him;:they.obſerveſomeRdles 
of Religion, perform ſome; Duries;! are 
zealous againſt: fome Sins; ;but there- is 
an [Herodias, @ Sin'pleaſantro the'Taſte 
of: re Temper, that they» will oo 

1n- 
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v>bhcs yore. 
high and tender Attriburgi2'} 
can be; more provoking than:to imagine 
thar: tht Divine MercyTſhiduld encourage 
Sin. - and; | piStedt  unceform'd: (Sinners 
fromthe: Arrefts of Vindi Juſtice ? 
_  Fhe Blood/that Ababfpin'd in| Bah 
ad inductd a' deadly Guilt} as; thas; He 
it of: Nabath; as; God fpake 'byitthe 
rophet to hint, Becauſe! thom haſt” ſpared 
that: Ain, xwhany 1 «ppaiztted tolDeſtruitinn, 


pe arr oh hrkr aarn 


wul cot: the Life of the: Sinner. ' One 
Luft that adfiering Cuſtom; or the clo 
{er - Natures or- any: carnal! Intereſb': fo 
endears; ta-Men, that: they do not fin- 
cerely: defird) and endeavour to mortify 
and: forfaks;:-will' be fatal:to theny for 
ever. .:9:i-1 v, ? SSHUTGOTLSHD £210 Bil 
 yorme;:babitual Swnaers when terrified 
with- the: Apprchention: of furure-Fudyg- 
ment;. ( for 'God; Jometinies:thunders. mn 
the: Canſcience: as welP as .uw'thet Air) 
endeavour: to: quiet. their Fears by! pre- 


uming 


UQ | ww in v ww 


| 


fi that. = Death of Chrift wilt 
mg offended Juſtice, - and his Blaad 
cleanfe-them' from-all-Sin.,  They,, will 
leaci vpoa: the; Ciols19 ſave! them fram 
1a the bottomleſs, _ bub.aoe 


Luft The 
thin oor {hewoldnlare. Bert 6 


'6is moſt opprobrious Ke oo 
ob:: maeltidettruftive'to.Sinners3 
fot” tive make him the; Miniſten of Sin, 


as Hyhdxame: into the World; trcompaſe 
x Churdh:ot rotten and; corrupt, Memr 
Nach cal wu hemare omg 

f.W are us 
tham Nehathedneatyris Image, of which 
the Head was Gold; Feet rwerg 


Cliy >1e\odthisWIbbeaolh d 
is 


toithein:Schils; $0 
o6:8im:into/an; eccalian of finningy 
detive @wdfuk Guile fromi tha. Hes 
Chriſt anſhead. of the priecigus Bengtics 
purchaſd by-it, for; (true; Believers. bu 
anc:tinrstbemeds Sinngde 0. j 
Blooih af: Chriſt to-.dhe Fears 
tion, renders his Conditivndeſparntn | 
Theiwaſd whip: tons FH + ſaful 
conch; rivs. e Warnings 
Conftignce; by rekhbeh ;that-aftex-the 
Seafondf - Sham: i6:pa 
form: ked-apply: :theitnlglves ta! a 


thay wilt 


P 


» = \ : 
Py 0% . 
f 3 
—_— - 
- C . 
o 


Favour and Grabe2& God.” vette 


hazardous, how ifeorgruous: is theide- 


lay. of Aetious' Repenta 


foited in Law, their time is a Reprieve 
d ng tneerly-upon the: Favour” of 
the Judg, " how'canithey 
for 4 Ho? 'But' thy re' yo 
Rrong; "and think the: Faby of * 


their laſt--Account''t&"be at pony ds 


ſtarts Vain eng th as if Deathiwere 
not th every place : and every! hour, as 


ig 5 
it: Ev ys! 
-Dadawarion | 


£0/Cajt, Sin-is' at }he Door: 


arely ſize uportthem,” God forornithes 
ſhoots-from'the\Clouds, and. breaks the 
frotnpeſt Buildiogsimo Ruins: it is not 
the Error- of his/ Rand, but his Pity, 
at impenitent Siiners elcapethis viſible 
ce. But who cat aſſure them 
fobvre tine ?. 17 
'- Beſides, ſuppoſe iis Sinndloweimelſice 
to be'reform'd Wwhilf- preſent: Tempta- 
tions” are { inviting, Trad /Þeaſsiof 
Time," can they command'the Grace of 
God?" They now ſuppreſs the. Motions 
of 


nce 2:1 Howichal 
zardous ? "The Lives of Sinners aye for- 


voy # Warrant 
f _ 


is veddy 'to tread upon the Heels.of 'Sin- 
fers; and if 'Divite'Cl and: Pa- 
tieee4id not interpoſe; would immedi» 
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of the Spirit; > in: \-offe faycto-himy 
as' Felix to-St:j Paul, awakening his.Cops 
ſcience withia,$ermon: of K lghteouſneſs, 
and Temperance, and Judgment to come-; 
Go:amay for the preſent, whe it is 4 conves 
nient ſeaſon 1-will call forithee. || But will 
the holy Spirit afliſt them.at Death who 
have always: refilted-him-ig:gheir Lives? 
Withour: his powerful quickning Grace, 
they will be! unrelenting, in- their guilty 
polluted Statg;; and. can,they  have-any 
regular hope;to, obtain Renentance unts 
ite, whenthey: have ſo often quench'd 
1s” warm Excitations Delay, Proceeds 
tram. Hardneſs [of ;Heagt,- open] merits 
_— Deſertion, from God... Ee 
| How incongruous is it- tapped at 
Divine Merey' will, acceph of l 7 +: 
bed Repentance, that-is meeely; by. con- 
Kyaint ' of Fear, and! a; "Reſpluron to 
live well; when they knbyy) they Can 
live no longer? To contigue -ia-Sig 
upon h this Ns Legnevit, that God will eafily 
be reconciled to Sinners at the laſt; that 
Confeſſion! with the mixe AﬀeRions bf 
Sorrow and Fear, for the ſenſible,Effets 
Lot. Sin. in Pains and Sicknels,| and; worls 
That immediately attend, it 4n' the, next 
State, will. obtain a; total. -and+ final 
MJUtTanee from our: Judg, - is gn eX- 
I tream 
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SA : is Diller i lng Wie 
| _ his vnſpotted Holineſs; his ble 
Juſhoe and invioluble Truth.- The 
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EE 
ho rene: 
ks nworhy of it; 


To candidethe Motives; if we > 


fite- the-Fhvour- of God that is" bete6+ 
than Life, If ave fear his Wrath that" is 


ret oy if we'would 'obtain 
He 1.84 Hell, fer us tmortify 


our reſi | 
:F mow 5Þ the Means that 
are requiſite for” the ae es Us from 


ſown karſirad Giſtaſtefil td 6+ Carnal 
Mind, it's to be conſidered; that Me- 
dicines for the Recovery and Preſerya- 
tion of Health, ;are not fweer Ments of A 


pleafant Reliſh. 
vi, boy order to thie keepin s our ſelves 
wh _- t, WE muſt quifi- 
Ow - intitmately 4 'Ut- 
_, OF are the Sins'to- which we 
are ble-: + For he 'that dothy- not 
know 'what he ſhould fear, is careleſs, 
-#6d ſecute, eaſily diſorder'd and ven- 
quiled by -a JPALS Soine Lufts 


are 


Are open ai tibtotigus i in mir gre bo I 
miſſion : 5510 deep and are a mY | 
det Diſetoſ oh g's ce is the 
Birkin! nat Fs Ps, i y ian 

KN pe a e 1S 
uf k; os Oat radi 


ih, the Will c imandy s the 
Price: xi; the Sig be undilcove 
are not pres rited re? our danger, — 


Tall we a it; nk pal 69) pare of gue 
Roy titel 6 pon ont {e Fw B 
Ry 15 the weakeſt ju ſs th ri 


our N au Mg SO 10ns:: _ 
herwile 7 De provide efence, we 
Il be '8Fert DRY He Reliftance. | 
Now by apply ing fe pleg. the xt have 
been largely Ti ale on 1n Exp ici 
the DoArinal Phitir, © we may urdei : 
our culiar Sins; If we conlider our 
Cotifti tation, we ma' \ know what Sins 
be ſuitable to or etnp« IS; Uur. fre- 
| nt Lapfes _ dre a ſcenhible IOW 
ow the weigtit of Nature 3k 
| Hr r lelice gþob the ſeveral LE 
ifs and ont feng in the orld 
| will be ah Indication WB lat Sins j danger 
our Sotfls : Fr Ts frongly 
difpos'd to 1. [d to Avarkce 
, the Healtfful and Prot "of Wor fo tiitempe, 
tatice in the uſe 
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the Sick and Afiited to TImpatience, the 

- Rich to'Secnrity,; the'Poor to Envy. 
- **When "the ſpecial Sin'is found ſtripd 
- of its flattering Colours, deveſt it of: its 
Mating Dreſs, that it may. appear in its 
foul Deformity, and kindle an Averſa- 
> who your Breaſts againſt it. The cor- 
E reting vicious Errors begins in the in- 
—* Erhocipſum Re Mit d, that diſcovers them, and 
nem Dor. roneteſs: to them. | And ſince we 
* tranlari ani- 47 10, aÞt tO difguiſe, our darling Sins, 
” mi,quod vitia aft to be, partial to our ſelves, let us 
 faaquam 2% With the Pfalmiſt, pray to the Father of 
- huc ignorabat 7 -. 33-hs PNTtS. Pin: a7 1. | | 
 videt. Senec, 1 hrs,” That he would ſearch #58, and Fry 
+ Epiſt, 6, W wt ſee: whether. there” be any way of 
{- Witkedneſs in ws, to diſcover it to us by the 
- Light of his Word, and cover. it with his 
Whine Met put Kat of Þn,che mp 
Hain & $745; 6 by 
2. Diligent Watchfulneſs and Circum- 
ſpeQion *is' ah effeAtual Means to keep 
our ſelves from the Sins that. caſily en- 
conipalſs us. "This implies Prudence to 
difcover dangers, and the exerciſe of the 
Spiritual Powers to. preyent_ and reſiſt 
them., Watchfalneſs is a-univerſal Du- 
ry -of conſtant _Revolution-: There are 
reſpetive Duties that belong to Perſons 
according to their Relations, and ſeveral 
Conditions: there are. Diities of ſtated 
” Oe _---.-- Fanes 


he 
361 4 


UN my * 
Times and Seaſons : but the Duty of 
Watchfulneſs ro prevent Sin, extends to, 


all in this. frail State, according to.our_ _ 


Saviour's Conimand ' to his Diſc ciples, 
What I ſay unto you, T ſay unto all, Watch : 
And at all times ; for tho we are not al- 
ways ingage ed in 4Qtual Fight, we are al- 
ways in the Field, liable to manifold 
Temptations, that are ready-to ſurprize. 
þ upon carelcſs negle&t of ourDuty.. Ha-. 

itual Grace if it. be not drawn forth 


into Exerciſe by conſtant Watchfulnef, 


cannot fortify us againſt Sin, 
A Saint that is humble and watchful, 


preſerves himſelf from. the Power. and | 


Infe&tion of Sin, that another who ,in 
degrees of Grace excels him, but relaxes 
his Watch, 1s ſadly foiled by. . Foſe} h,- 


ayoung Man, by Vigilance, and ayoiding 
the Temptation, kept himſelf uhrain-" 


'ted from the impure Solficitations of his: 


Miſtreſs: David, tho, of OE Experience. 
in Religion, and of, ht Holinefs, 

et when he ingermirted his $ Watch, tiow- 
q Ry W r: he ol Fa ee A ys 
leſs glance, Cario alk into; 
coats Cory jw Wo LuRt, L 4; o 
Adults »Ind ns rernal hp EX-" 


c dCa there benot. 
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go” that with Defance and Indignation 
bi bs ele $%y Pre at {ome = 
has Vogt ar OFT times, Loft 


us 1 Sager, = bow foully 
I ly h he fell Mounta Ty | 


ow our £ Fed Wee SO en 

Sev our ſpeci [ori Sins, 'Tis a Fy 
Rule in; t e Chriſtian Life, that. 

Gar weakeſt part is. to. be guarded wi 


th 
Jeal Yao fartified with the ro: 
defence : for the moſi We rhe and: 
Wt Aus are 0n the {ide that. 1 is 
Ea maxime mofe my n * lurprize. The ſubxile 
PE. Temper addreſſes. his Tnſiquarions, in 
= Sentc, i ce to our AﬀeRions : he knew 
be ke of Aden; towards his Wife, 
nd cho e her to be the Inftrument of 
Er him, to eat the forbidden 
Fruit. | Every ops has a carnal part, that 
; like Ex 4 the Mother of nt M3 ag : 
| evalent to.corrupt us, and accordin 
3 4.31.16: te he lan i Wok "T'was. «4 
| ws &o maſs ob 
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les,, who was conceal'd in the. Habir of 
2 Virgin amongſt the Me, oo onour 


he carried a* pack of Toys, anda Lance; Arma ego &+- 
and whilft the Women were logking #Þ; qum mowure 


on the Ribbqns, and Lace, ,agd' Glaſſes virilem merci» | 
Achilles takes up the Lance, that was fur > ME. * 
table to his Martial Spirit, ang. ſo. was ; 
diſcovered,. and. drawn to. the,' Trojen _ 
War, that proy'd: fatal to; him. Thus 


the Temper is abſervant: gf aus kachgar 
tions: he will zaterpret a Blulh a Glange 
a Smile, a diſcontented Geſture, any 
ſigns of our AﬀeCtions, and. by proper 


Motives. excites the defiring;and iy +1 


Appetites, and is uſually ſuccesful, H 
Advantage is.chiefly from. gur. Secyity, 
"Tis caly to-ſfurprize a fi -efteſs Eaemy: 


St. Peter fixaitly warns us,, Be ſober, be 1 prt. 5. 3: 

vigilant ; becauſe your Adverſery the Des 

w#l, as 4roring 4,ton, wakketh about [edhy 

ing whom he 'may.| devour. His, Diligeace 

is. equal to his Malee. If we, arg not 

wiſeand watchful, we ſhall-fall iato his 
| Inflance of 


Mg: 


hs mighscafly hare 


repel} 
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7-0 ay” "” Il irs Triad 


to the cphfuſion of the: empter 3 but 
_ rlit6ugh carelefneſs he negleGted bisDuty 
10 the Eternal*Law-giver, {lighted the 
. donble oh that of the-Soul and the 
' Body, that” was threatned to deter him 
from Sin, *and*Tnnocetice did nor -pre- 
- ſerve' my from ſeduQiop.” What Rea- 
0 is 'there to' make us: watchful, both 
inſt our \Spititual Enetfiles, and our 
on drowſineſs; left ſecurity ſteal upon 
us without obſervation? for our Hearts 
are as-ready; to fin as Satan is totempt : 
beſides, the Impreſſion from tempting 
Objeas: Witlicur us, there-is treacherous 
danger within: ' Our prime care'muſt be 
to keep a' ſevere Command over our 
Minds and Hearts; to firevent the 'en- 
\ trance of 'Sin."' The Carnal Appetite al- 
fires the"Will to conſent” tothe aQtual 
Commiſſion; by the mediztiort of the 
Mind that re Fn the Pleaſtres and 
Profits of” Sh 'Therefore' Conſcience 
muſt'be a: vigilant 'Setitinel to prevent, 
as far as is ' poſſible, the firſt ſpringing 
Th hes, © the -firſt rifiigs of the ſinful 
AﬀeCtions. Sinful Thought: and Deſires 
are poffible Atts, 'and are-more odious to 
- bog — RM groſs: Commiſſion is to 
he pernicious Inſpirations of 

the the Tecnjer” [ms > as - one ' that 
kindles 
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of Uprightneſs. 


kindlesa Fire with a ſmall Breath, che- 

riſhes the [faint Sparks till rais'd into a 

Flame ;' {0 warm Deſires are' cheriſh'd 

by the Thoughts, till they bfeak forr 

into a wilder Flame. This is the mo 

difficult / parr of | our Duty ; | we - may 
more'eafily decline. Temptations from 
' withour, thani keep a conſtant Guard | 
within. Burt thereis no * excuſe for the |, Muka funr 

. | rvanda 

neglect of this Duty, the Conſequence pugnancibus, 
being of 'no leſs moment than Salvation. fi quidem nul- 
We are commanded to keep the Heart with elec gs... 
all diligence, for out of it are the Iſſues of ubi de falure 
Life, and of Death'alſs. © As the eleCtive mam. 
Faculty 1s inclin'd-and determin'd, ſuch - - = 
will be the quality of our AfQtions, either 
Holy and' Good; or Vicious 'and Evil, .. 
ahd ſuch will *be :the Reward inthe /:-: 
next State. *Tistrue, "it is morally im- 
poſſible for 'even the beſt Men'to be fo 
exa& in their Watch; but vain thoughts 
may ſuddainly ſpring into the'/Mind; 
 afid indeliberate motions ' may 'rife in 
the Will;' (which! ſhould be matter of 
Sorrow): but 'we may ſupprefs thoſe 
RUNS of Sin, and prevent' the mo- 
|-roſe Thoughts, themuſings'of ithe:Mind' 
upon the Pleaſure or Profit, -that makes 
the Temptation ſ& ſtrong as to.overcome 
us, If a Warch''be fer ar-the: Gates' of 
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| a Townyo prevent any i with 
infeQed Places, tho 'tis not pole; to 
_ rngyeney Vapayrs ans" mix 
wit r, a8 impercep a- 
bout, yet the Perſons and Goads. that 
come from) infeQced Places may be: ex- 
cluded. 4 Child of God bn hine{elf, 
thet the wicked One touches bins not ; thas 
is, receives no defiling Impreſſions, by 
yielding' to his Suggeſtzens. 
Our next, care muſt be. to avoid. the 
qutward. Tempeations, that are apt. 10 
excite thaſe Luſts that ave, molt natural 
Ecipintzem $0, ug, oy Art of qur Spiritual Enemy 
vulnere vires : 1 £0 make uſe of ObjeRs without, to en- 
Hzc ſunt ju- tice the 088 wwthzn: us. T he 'World 
cbaſy mal; affords variety of - Te inns, that 
j "9. through'the oP piarce 'the Heatt and 
wound the; Spirit. *Tis therefore- our 
Duty and-Safery, with the ſtrifteſt Cay- 


tion, to: gua 'qur Senſes. The mot | 


make. no- other uſe of their Senſes than 
the Brutes ; it were well they 
worſe. The Aftsof the Underſtanding 
are immanens and invaſiþle,the Aﬀections 
mix with: 
ted; withi :Heat and; Motion from them, 
For this: Reaſon Holy: Men have been {0 
eareful-to-lay 2 reſtraint upon the Senks, 
Py Rs with his Eyes: not . #0 


look 
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ſenſible ObjeQs, and are aua- | 
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4, David wry UA. nay 
Whiea 


preſs dibe.Divine 
Coun fl K po parry 
ap 0 : AQ x put aney 
#r Nec 4. jr9w454 Mewth,. and: perverſe 
Linu far. from thee - Ay lack 
ay: 94 let thy Exe-lids lock [irgit before 
Ponder: the Eatb of: thy, Keets awd tet 
at thy 5 {+ lei ++ Turn ns tothe 
ribs Band or, the Lefi,; rewoue' thy.c Boot 
from. Evil, Thi ING which Counds} 4s, 
that we-thould-ſa exactly gaasd gur: fend 
tive Faculties, {9 order ous Wondss our 
Looks,our Ways, as to preſerve our {glues 
fromevery.evil things QurgrearSgewity 
is.1n flying, from. Temptations: ; Log- wes 
PTY nr pens fo. log backan Say 
Ong, : ite, by c Ak ngring-Ege 
towards.1t, Was pate oy Þilbgy of: Sult, 
' to, ſeaſon, the World by, her Caopllteci ts 
beers of. the | occaſuons, of Sip, * 
'Tis  extream: Holly.. to- $61 "into 
rign.: iy as Ku po the-reelting 
of Vis ; hon is nNEQr: peg mop ic 
the arnal Aﬀections of; ©: 88dly 
2 andthe Will: of conſatsi 
BXop 
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pon had 062 


near. enflamir QbzeQas..: Oun 
eh may; us, how: progo evir 
HinrtS 855 69 yield-to inviting QceabGa 
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Prov. I, I'7» 


"There Trid 


' of Sin, and' how '6ften we' have"been | 


foil'd by-venturiag into the Confines of 
Temptation. Solomon obſerves,” Surely 


in vain is the Net ſpread in fight” of any 
Bird.” If the Toils' be never lo crafrily 


laid; 'and the-Bait be very enticing, 'yer 


« filly Bird has that foreſight and Eaution, 


tharit will not' be "tempted to*rii Tito- 


the Net, but flie from the proved Dan- 
ger, What unaccountable folly 'is ir in 
Men; tho the Temprations of Sirare 
never ſoalluring to the Carnal Appetites, 
not to make uſe of the Eye and Wing, to 


fear and by from the intanglements of | 


Toiquit) 
'Befi S, we forfeit” the Divine Afſi- 


ſtance, by entertaining the Temptations 


of Sin. The Promiſe of preſerving 
Grace'is to'us whilſt we are tarthful to 
God : * He will Wy ws in all our Ways, 
whilft we are conſtant 'in'our Duty, 0- 
therwiſe we cannot depend upon his gra- 
cious Preſence and Aſſiſtance. If a 'Sol- 
dier be commarnided by a General to:fight 
a Duel with an Enemy, he will arm 1M 
with Armour of Proof, arid ſecure Im 
ne: | bat if one from'va 
Glory, from age or Reverige, "agoini® 
Command'bt his Superior ſhall ins 
ering Duel, 'he yo with com 
. Zar 
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; Diſobedience., Thus if 10 the regu- 
lar Courle of . our. Lives, - the Divine 
Providence ſo orders Things,that Temp- 
tations approach us, upon our earneſt and 
conſtant ' Prayer,, we. ſhall be furniſh'd, 


"with: the Armour of God, the Shield of 


Faith, the Sword of the Spirit, the Helmet 


of. Salvation. Burt if we run into Temp- 


tations, we: provoke him to deſert us ; 
and if. we are not.. overcome by them, 
yet for our tranſgreſſing his Holy Com- 
mang,, we are+ liable to his Diſplea- 
ſure.....;:1. Yi 
Conhrming Grace is a continual ema- 


nation from: the. Holy Spirit,; without 


which';we ſhall fall,every Hour.,.'*Tis 
therefore extreamaly, hazardous to yenture 
into, Temptations; for the corrupt Na- 
ture. that: with weight and: viglence 
inclines us to fin. is within, and ſuper- 
natural.Strength to. controul the com- 


| big*d; Efficacy. of the. Inclination andthe 
Occaſjon Is from Above, which. is juſtly ” X 


withdrawn. when.. we grieve, t Holy 
Spirit, by conyerſing| with the Tempta- 
tz0gs of, Sin... The., Fear of the | Lord is 


 bleany, effectively, as,it induces an',Holy 


Caution and CircumſpeRion to preſerve 
our ſelyes from the defiling. captivating 
Snares 
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' t6CEkave to bur 


Pſal, x t9.106. 


hut webs dt Expbb'I'rd Tetnptarts 
of Tet vangquiſh'd by' them £ but "IF jt | 


Snaves'bf' Sin, "Die Betidh' ee 

"thati that for our Sh ; 
Lib hs "wht ito! _ R ti- 
derityy our inſeparabRe Fraikty, ahi the 
Aves of '68r Spliifial Ricthics | +6 ike 
my advantage overs; we Thodliith 


all pefffole ardeney of "AMNidh: 


raſhly exp0ole diit ſelves; bur Prayers Wl 


be bY Tadiinent agHH(t- us, nd we 


frall Al'ander Condettination, © 
4\ Serious Reſolutions, ard _ 


- Ingagements, are of excel legs ca 


bind” 6iif deceirful wh 
t6 Sin, In 'the Chili JET [Er 
Reſolution is abſohtel oops. 

ing faithful to God, ' i 

fpondence with his Knetilies, but al 


edi 
all the Alkiremietits br Teeth" of x 


Wold toTupplant our Lot fit 
Rn ns 1 
LO Fils 164-64 fs wi 0 
k btt9us ' Tudemiatt. 7. 
tn cM ener ts pj WL; 


out tohſent; but having eakeh the | 
of Fidelity tv God; there is fupetindoted 
« ti6w Obfication to feftth 15 to His' Yer 
Vice: Aﬀeet this;” to'rtvolt fv our 
Duty, 
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Daty, is Rebellion heightned with the 
Ouitt- of Perfidiouſnels. Beſides, - fo- 


 Joma' Bagagements againſt particutar 
 Sins/ ate neceſſary: Ephraim ſhall ſay, 


Whit ' have I to do any more with Idbls ? 
He had been inchanted with the love of 
Tdols, which he renounces with Indig- 
mation. A praCtical Decree,afſtedfaſt r6 


| ktiontoforſake ourSin, will producea di- 


Syg>iic uſe of Means in order to that End, 
22 _ vi RR i muft de- 

upon ent and perpetual 
Afiſtane of the Divine Grace, whale 
which our Reſohwions will neither be 
finicere nor effeQual. Carnal Men un- 
der Judgments, do often relent and re- 


ſolve againſt their Sins : from- the con- 
vinced , tranſient Wiſhes, and floa- 


ting Purpoſes of Reformation "ariſe : 
bur eillthe Heart be renewed by Divine 
Grace, the will is incompleat: There 
are ſecret and ſometimes nndiſcera'd Af- 
F&ions to Sin, that by new Temptati- 


'ohs-/ ite drawn forth and betray them to 
Satan *Tis a charpe 


datar againſt the Hypo- 
orites in the Prophecy of Hoſes, Ti 
wore like 4 deceitful Bow, that being i 
made; or ill bent, never ſentthe Arrow 
ditetly to the Mark : ſometimes after 
the Carnal Faculties have been _ 
wr 
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with the groſs fruition, Men rengqunce 
their Sins,..and promiſe they will neyer 
return: more to folly : but thoſe Reſoluti- 
ons are | as- inſufficient. to .fortify, - them 
againſt..the, new incurſion; of; tempting 
ObjeQs, /as;a Wall of. Glaſs to reſilt the 
Battery.of Cannon : for. there is-no pgr- 
manent-/ over-ruling Principle. in-;the 
Heart, yo0s makes gogy 6 rang 4. 
faſt againſt Sin. But- ſuppoſe t Rely ela 
LE be fincere, and «cl from” 

full bent of the Heart againſt Sin, yet-if 
Divine;Grace do not ratify. them,a {trons 
Temptation will break themy as a: g 

of. Wind breaks the Strings of a-Cob- 
web... St. Peter conſulting his i Af- 
fe&ion; not his Strength,;prelumptuouſly 
ingag'd to his Maſter, Though all Men: for- 
ſake thee, Iwill not: forſake thee :' but in 
the time' of Trial, ſurpriz'd + with ſo 
ſtrong a fear, that.;precluded ſerious 
recolietion; and diſtracted ; his Mind 
from the deliberare comparing . of the 
evil of Sin. with the inſtant Danger,- he 
moſt unworthily deny/d his Maſtery, agd 
15 a {ad © Inſtance how. weak and 'waver- 
10g the beſt Men are,,;,without the con- 
tinual Influences of, the Holy Spirit. to 
determine - their Wills, and make/them 
with unfainting Courage perleyere in 
their Duty. There 
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There is a vaſt difference between the 


 "ght of a Storm at Sea, and a Ship in 


violent agitation by the Winds and 
Waves, 'and the miſerable Paſſengers 
with pale affrighted Countenances, ex- 
peQting preſent Death,jn a lively PiQture; 
and being in a real Ship, in the midſt of 
a real Tempeſt, and in real danger of 
being ſwallowed up by the Ocean. The 
ſight of ſuch a SpeQtacle without fear, 
is but painted Courage, as the Objet& is 
upon which *tis exercis'd : if one ſhould 


preſume that his Heart were impenetra- 


ble to Fear, becauſe he ſees'the repreſen- 
tation of extream Danger without Fear, 
it were egregious Folly, and would be 


' ſoon confuted if he were afQually in ex- 


tream danger of periſhing in the raging 
Sea. Thus there is a great difference 


| between Temptations repreſented in our 


Thoughts, 'and when immediately and 
really before us : and between religious 
Reſolutions when Temptations are at a 
diſtance, and when aQually incumbent 
on us. There may be fuch Reſolutions 
conceiv'd in the Mind in the abſence of 
Temptations, that we may think our 
ſelves guarded ſafely againſt our Sins ; 
and yet at the firſt encounter of a ſtrong 
Temptation, our Reſolutions may _ 
K an 
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a fi > our Vows of Obedi- 
Ay, v yh as the morning Dew be- 
e heas of = Szn : There is, ſuch a 
7 and. featherinels in; our Minds, 


ility and. inconflaggy in our 
There 0 the; Scripture. doth 
HE the Dory.of conti- 


Truſh,ia, God, to aft; vs by: his 
wrogrh to PEPE our $6 TPirn: a” 
ving Grace raiſes our ts 
EET Linarke S$in,turns 
our Re ſolutzpns: into. holy: Adtions, our 
Ns into. ati uty, 4s h coed 
S.4.t,' tg-will. and to do £09 
Sat 
IF upon. intermitting. our Watch, 
we fall into the Sin that we are prone to, 


"MEL 


{peedy.and, deep, Repentance is neceſſary: 


to. recover the Favour of God, and to 
preſerve us for the future againſt it, 
Sins of Relapifoare calily prevail then 
ia the firſt Te Mpngion becauſe the ten- 


derneſs and. reluttancy of Conſcience. 


is leſſened by, the commiſſion of Sin : 
they are more pernicious tothe Soul; for 


beſides the inhancing of Guile, the un-, 
clean Spirit returns with, more; imperi« 


ouſneſs from indignation that he was.ex- 


pell'd. If we have ,been, efteQually . 


tempted to Sin, let us preſently retract; 
It 


= 


LIAMI 


t! 


© of Opoiphen "= 


irÞy Reperitanies: Thee will. be 2 ſar: 
ſpenſion of God's, Fayour, - Wwhil we” 
cottinue without a due ſenſe of our. 
| Silt; £4. or "the Swn, 4 * down. upon 
| Golf Wrath, but wi Prayers and 
Fears, fire out, his Shvigg, . Mercy. 
The negleft. of pre ent tance 75 
a ftep to final, penitence, that 15. une 
pardonable.” . can” "tell the, degrees. 
of Danger in contiquing in Sin Ft 
How many. have Deen LM off 
early Sins, and, loſt their. Tine. 2g | 
Hopes, and. Souls for ever ? But that. 
which more "ſpecial! y. "belongs to the] 
prefent a i is. this, by. the neglets 


7 {peedy, R = whe 10 ;15; More: 

tl iis _ By continuance in. Omnia vidia 
Si T7, is more Weg and _— 
te to morgh Y it. The Habits Ofyurgune op- 

the Mind difet from the 'Habits of the,prcla fine: 


vehemenrius 


Bady : theſe wear out byj« Canes ns Z——_ 
ri others are more firm and phe FY rata pugnan- 

they are ſecond Na ved TT 25 Vio- Tm off: waa 
lent as the firſt that ff 4Q. COT»: nitas facilior 


rv Nature: - 4 a frgſh;*t dum Gar- 
ound is much mare © WE than an inyes 4une, ubt core 
I we, rope in ma 


terate Uleet: the hea Ing 


renewing it - by Wo s my 
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continuance-under the power and-infe-- 
Qion of Sin. | {2 

" A deep Heart-breaking Sorrow will 
prevent relapſes into Sin. When Con- 
ſcience repreſents our Sin in, its killing 
Circumſtances, as committed againſt the 
knowledg of the Divine Law, and our 
Vows of Obedience, againft the tender 


-Mercies, and. dreadful Juſtice .of God: *. E 


--.- that for the low and deſpicable fatisfaci- 


'. onof the ſenſual rt, we have madeour 


G's #4, I : 


ſelves unholy and unhappy : from hence, 
the Soul is ſtruck with a Sorrow ſo pun- 
ent, that the love of Pleaſure is morti- 
xd, and the ſweeteſt Sin is 1mbitrer'd. 
The- remembrance of that perplexing 
wc will Ret the averſation and 
lution againſt Sin: The Soul will fly 


with horror the occaſions of offending 


God, and recoil at the firſt glance of that 
Sin that coſt it ſo dear, and which if en- 


-ertain'd, will' renew its Agonies, AS 
- *., one that narrowly eſcapes from being 
conſum'd by: Fire, retains .ſo ſtrong an 


a L ad 


"1mprefſion of 'the Terror, that makes 


- ..,tiim always circumſped to avoid the like 


ch __ David's broken Bones made him 
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underſtand what a fearful Sin Adultery 


;/was, and cautious ever, after, But a 


Hliight Coofeffion, a ſuperticial Sorrow, a 
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forgot ; when the Sinner pre 


reſumes oF | 
ſlight Repentance to obtain Reconcilia- 


tion with God, he is ready to anſwer the 

next Temptation, and return to Folly. 
5. Fervent and conſtant Prayer for the 

renewing Grace of God, is indiſpenſa- 


"bly neceflary to preſerve us from our 


Sins. ' Tis by the Spirit of Holineſs 
that we mortify the Deeds of the Boay : 
that we put off the old May, and put on 
the ew. SanQtifying Grace introduces 


a new Nature, the Prolifick and Pro» , 


duCtive Principle of a new Life : it turns 
the current of. the AﬀeRions from Sin to 


Holineſs, This is as aſtoniſhing as the, 


miraculous motion of the Shadow upon 
Ahaz Dial, that went ten degrees backward. 
Unregenerate Morality may lop | the 
Branches, reſtrain from the groſs Ads, 
but ſanAtifying Grace ſtrikes at the root 
of Sin, the inward AﬀeCtion. Thereare 
fome Medicines that will ſtop the fits 
of the falling-Sickneſs for a time, but 
not expelling the Cauſe, the Diſeaſe in- 
vades Nature again : So moral Counſels, 
and Politick Reſpe&ts, may ſtop the 
breaking forth of the Lufts of the Fleſh, 
but the inward AﬀeCtion of Sin remain- 
ing will make us apt to fall by rhe Com- 

K 3 miſſion 


few ſad Thoughts and Tart, are ſoon ; 


miſſion of yoo S: | 
un inward univer E | 
he © that - Fox a ih his. 


84 efites the: transfor 
T: Be Rh Ts oves Fafendls 


of Hear t, 

one b-— "hd has' a jo Hy  - we 
gai A D t ae the. 50y 
that = to p4 Po fad ; piitſues. the 
acquifftion of 15 I rea- 


g refit + elev uy y. Grace, 
Weeks the chinps bove, W h. yigarous 
Enedavours: | 
--Fn this:the Diſeaſes of he Body differ 
Es from thoſe of the Mind : the-firlt, not- 
F/ velle finari withſtanding the moſt cacti deſire of 
| fiir. -Ira eſt Cures, nay beigcnrable ! the other when 
prey the Delites gre” fiacere of ſpirittjal Heal- 
| vicurem tene- ing,” are in the happy 4-3 Cure, for 
| ant, See, vious Ds are the Diſeaſes of the 
| Ep 2l goal. This ER e 'of the Aﬀedtions 
| the Effetof Wk: akitht? Grace, is 0b- 
taitfd by fervent” Prayer. "Otir Saviour 
utes", that'bur Heavenly Father will 
frevly and "bundanth give the boly Spirit 
fo Loſe whb ark. 3t with ſuch ardent 
ay ns, *s' flow from' their feeling 
of thi wart of his Tnfluences. In 
hom le RL le we  acknowledg . our 
worthioefs, vi Weak els, our abſo- 
hite 'qeelſiy of, Divine race. to Mor- 
ary 
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tify our-Luſts:- 10 believing! Prayer'we 
glorify his Mercy, and his Omniporence, 


- that he1is bath: willing and powerful to 


make us: vittorious over our: wotſt Ene- 
mics. [The Prayer of - Jehoſaphar, when 
invaded by. a vait Army,; confpiring 'rtit 
Deſtruction. of his Kingdom, 'is'a Copy 
to be tranſcribed by us : -O our 'God, 'we 
have no Might agzinſt this great Conipuny 
that comes againſt us, neither know we 
what fo do; but our Eyes are upon thee. 
Thus Satan, the World; and the Fleſh, 
are combin'd in warring againſt the Sou, 
and we are utterly unable to refiſt rhenn, 
we muſt therefore addreſs our [elvesr9 
the God of all Grace, to ſtretigthen ourims 
ward Man. And ſince {ome Luſts haye 
ſuch: ffrong Poſſeſſion, that like that 
ſtubborn ſort of Spirits meation'd jn'the 
Goſpel, they cannot be expell'd but bY 
Faſting and Prayer, we muſt with: th 
moſt zealous Devotion, Prayer *joyn'd 
with Faſting, implore Grace to ſubdue 
them. 


mit this-recourſe to Heayen: we ſhall pres 
ſently find our ſelves like: Sampſon when 
his Hair , was ſhav'd; weak- like other 
Men. Grace im the Saints 18 not” hike 
Light in the Sun, that ſprings from 1t 

L -, + Bax ſelf, 


Prayer muſt be contiaual;-if we inters 
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The ſure Trial 


ſelf; but like the Light of a Lamp thas 
1sconftantly fed with Supplies of Oil, 
otherwiſe the weak Light will faint and 
dye. Inherent Grace 1s maintain'd by 
the continual Emanations from the holy 
Spirit : Nay” the Habits .of Grace are 
drawn forth into AQ and vigorous Ex» 
erciſe, by ſupervenient exciting Grace 
without which they would be ineffeQtive 
and uſeleſs.” . As there cannot be aQtual 
Sight, unleſs the Light in the Eye be 
irradiated by Light of the Air: So 
without ſpecial affiſting Grace we can- 
not doany Spiritual Good nor avoid Evil: 
we ſhall be foil'd by every Temptation, 
even 'the beſt will leave God, and pro» 


.voke God to leave them. Our Saviour 


therefore enjoyns his Diſciples the double 
Duty, Watch and pray, leſt ye enter into 
Temptation. David with his ſevere Re- 
ſolutions to be circumſpeR,  joyn'd: his 
fervent Requeſts 'to God : 1 ſaid, I will 
take heed to my ways, that I (in not with my 
Tongue, 1 will keep my Mouth with a Bridle, 
while the wicked is before me. Set a Watch 
O Lord before my Mouth, and keep the door 
of my Lips. _ His ſpecial Guidance is'ne- 
ceſſary to regulate our Tongues, that we 
neither offend! God, nox jaſtly provoke 


Men. 
Laſtly : 
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_. Laſtly: Faith in the Redeemer is a 

Soveraign effetual Means for the morti- 
fying Sin. The Son of God incarnate 
is the Fountain of inherent as well as 
imputed Righteouſneſs: Grace and Glory 
are conveyed to us by the Hands of the 
Mediator.” The' Supernatual Power to 
do Good, ' and vanquiſh Evil 'is from 
him: Of our ſelves we cannot conceive 4 
good Thought, through Chriſt trengthening 
ws we can do all things. Spiritual Blefſings 
he purchas'd for us by his Humiliation, 
and confers in his Exaltation. He gave 
himſelf for his Church, that he might ſaniti- Eph. 4. 8. 
j5 it, and cleanſe it by the waſbing of Water ,. ©. 
and'the Word. Being rilen ack aſcended, : 
he received of his Father Divine Gifts, 
and gives Grace unto Men. He gives 
Repentance, which principally conſiſts in 
the mortifying Sin :- he bleſſes us in tury- 58s 5: 
ing us from our Iniquities. 

The Mortification of Sin is peculiar- 
ly attributed to his Death, 1. With re- 
ſpe& to its meritorious Caufality, that 
reconcild God to us, and obtain'd of 
him the ſanQiifying Spirit that is the 
Seal of his Love, to communicate the 
Divine Nature to us, by which we eſcape 
the Corruption that is in the World through 
Luſt. The Redemption of- a Captive 

| may 
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may #Huyfrate the Redemption of Sin- 
nerss; for.as in refiorihga Captive to Li- 
berty,'there Muſt hehe payment of: che 
Rahnſom;and the breaking of his Chains, 
Joi redeeming a Sinner there 'was the 
 price-laid down, the unvaluable Blood of 
the $0n.of God, to procure our-ſpititual 
Freedom: for the egnomimous and cruel 
Bondage: under. Satan, -was the penal 
EfS&& of. the fcſti Franſgrefſion : and 
the inviſible ,Chains,..che Darkne(s: of 
Aind; the Hardneſs of Heart;' theRe- 
liogiof Will, the. Dorder of Aﬀecti- 
ons,. a8nd-all the yiczous Habits that kept 
himjinthe Bondageiok Satan, are to.be 


% 


broken and removed: ; For this reaſon tis 
Jaid,) Godſending' bis. Saw.in the likenefs of 
fnful Fleſh, and for Sin condemning Sin in 
the Fleſh: that is, Chiilt dying as &$a- 
crifiee- for. Sin, reconciled 'God, and the 
Fruit of that Reconciliation, is the break» 


ing 'the:;Iyrannous Empire of Sin nader 


which we were involy/d, that we-may 
enjoy the: Liberty. of the Sons of God, 
$in brought our Saviour (td the'-Crols, 
and he brought Sin to: the Croſs : when 
hedy'dnaturally, Sin dyed legally, that 
15, Was, candema'd to ole ts Power in 
the Hoarts and Luves of. Believers, .. The 
excellent ;Eeds of pur Saviour's Death 
$6 ety arg 
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are-exprels'd. by the Apaltle;: Hr £402 
himſelf for us, that he might redeems "tes 
From-«ll Iniquity, aboliſh the (guilt af Sik, 
und: porify unto himſelf « peculiar People 


ae&ows of good Works., 2. By way'bf 


Rep:eſentation, As Chriſt deed for Sip, 
we muſt dic 10; Sig;; He expiated: the 
awlt of all Sin for-;penicent Belitvers; 
and a umverſal cructhxton of Sin is! the 
unitatzon of his: Death, ; The! Apoſtke 
inlits on this as a Truth of the deareſt 


that. /o many as werebaptized' into Jeſus 
Chriſt, were baptized into his DeathR 
Therefore we are\ buried wath-him- inBap- 


| #i/m; that 465 (Chrifh was reifed- wpi from 


the. Dead, by the Glory rof: the Father, 


even. ſo we alſo ſhould walk inntwneſs of 


Life: .. For if we hane-bern planted 
ther in 'the likeneſs of bis Death,! we. 


be alſo-in the likeneſs. of his Refurrettion. 


Knowing this, that thr -Old Man 4s syuet- 


be deftroyea, that hengeforth we jboula-mv} 


| ſerve Sn. The ſam. of which Reaſons 


ing is, that our exucntying; 'the-corrapt 


Nature, with all ips*various AﬀeCtions 


| and Lufts, is a lively:rreſentblance bf the 


Death 'of ' Chriſt; which was: :deſign'd 
both to þe operative in us of the —_— 
he 0 
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-of Sin, and to be fignificative 'of-it. 


From whence it follows, *tis the indi- 
ſpenſable: Duty of all* Chriſtians to tran- 
cribe the Copy of his Death- in their 
Hearts and Lives.: 3: The Death of 
Chriſt mortifies Sin/by moral Influence, 
as *tis- an Expreſſion of God's tranſcen- 


dent Love to us, and his Righteous and 


Holy ſeverity. againſt Sin ; both which 
are ſuch powerful Motives to deſtroy 


Sin; -that 'whoever does not feel their 


Efficacy, is dead as the Grave, without 
the leaft vital Spark of grateful Love to 
Chriſt. | 
Now the unfeigned belief of the me- 
cacious Sufferings of 
Chrift, is the means by which the Value 
of his Death is applied, and the Vertue 
of it derived to us-for the killing of our 


$1ns.-?Tis by Faith we are united to him 


as our Head, the Fountain of Spiritual 
Senſe and Ave Power. He dwells in 
our Hearts by Faith; and by the Eminent 
Operations of: his Spirit, ſtrengthens the 
inner Man. Faith/excites us to'mortify 
the inhabiting Corruption, by arguing 
from. the Love of -Chrift in dying for 
us : He left Heaven for us, ſhall not we 
leave Earth for him ? He denied his 
natural innocent Wills to ſubmit to the 

Death 
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Death. of the. Crols for our, Salyation ; 
Shall not we deny our depraved- rebelli- 


- ous Wills for his Glory ? And ualels de- 


ſperate Sinners, who are fallen as low 
as Hell, who can reſiſt ſuch melting Per- 
ſaſions! The Apoltle ſpeaks with the 
moſt; feeling Expreſſions ; The Love of 
Chriſt conſtrains us ; has an abſolute invin- 
cible Empire over us, becauſe we thus' judge, 
that if one died for all, then were all de 

that hencefarth we ſbould live to him who 


died for «s. And 'tis the noble and ſen- 


lible Effet of quickning Grace to mor- 
tify Sin. Faith as it obliges, ſoit encou- 
rages to ſubdue our Sins, by refletin 

upon the End of Chriſt's Death, which 
ſhall certainly be accompliſh'd. St..Pau/ 
in his conflict with an unceflant Enemy, 
was fortified by an Affurance from God, 


| My Grace i ſufficient for thee : | The 


TE was not preſently removed, 
but ſtrength conveyed by which he was 
ſuperior to it. Our ſpecial Sins ſo eaſily 
encompals us, that conſidering our im- 
minent- danger, we” may fear the Iſſue 
of the Fight ; but the believing remem- 


brance of our Saviour's Death, inſpires 


new Life and Heat ito us, knowin 
that he hath not died in vain. Faith 
raiſes the drooping Spirit, by refleQing 

upon 
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cheſe Reaſons, Faith) ir Chrift has a 
c Vertue, 4 viftorious Bficacy: 

attributed to it : Fairh purifies the Bears, 
and overtones the World." © A ſincere Be- 
lipverthat makes uſe-of 'the Divine Or- 
dinatives, Prayer, hearing” the- Word, 
the con g Sacrament, ' and other 
holy Means for the ſubdning his Cor- 
ruptions, ſhall certainly obtain a final 
Vidory, and the reward of it'a- trfum- 
pRnied rÞroeack 


rye us from the ma- 
> nflnence of- the 'World. \ For 
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